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APPENDIX 


PrRoceDINGs OF THE THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE MopERN LANGUAGE 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
HELD UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 
Cotumsia University, New York, N. Y., 

Decemser 29, 30, 31, 1914 
AND OF THE 
Twentieth ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CENTRAL 
Division OF THE ASSOCIATION, 
HELD UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE 
University oF Minnesota, Minneapouis, Minn., 


ON THE SAME DAYS 
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THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA 


MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION 


The thirty-second annual meeting of the Moprern Lan- 
AssociaTIon oF AmeERIcA was held under the aus- 
pices of Columbia University at New York, N. Y., De- 
cember 29, 30, 31, 1914, in accordance with the folloing 
invitation : 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
IN THE CiTy OF NEW YORK 


JANUARY 7, 1914. 
Proressor W. G. Howarp, Secretary, 
Modern Language Association, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 
Dear Sir: 

I am directed by President Butler to transmit to you in most 
emphatic form an invitation to the Modern Language Association 
to hold its 1914 meetings at Columbia University. You will, of course, 
have to be the judge as to whether our facilities are such as to 
meet the requirements of the Association, but, should they be ade- 
quate, we hope very much that you will see fit to do us the honor 
of meeting here next year. 

Very truly yours, 


FRANK D, FACKENTHAL, 
Secretary. 


All sessions of the Association wer held in Earl Hall, 
except the last, which opend in Havemeyer Hall and 
adjurnd to Earl Hall after the reading of paper no. 22. 
The President of the Association, Professor Felix FE. 
Schelling, presided at all the sessions except as hereinafter 
noted. 


MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 


FIRST SESSION, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29 


The meeting was cald to order by Professor Schelling 
at 3 p. m. 


The Secretary of the Association, Professor W. G. 
Howard, presented as his report volume XXIX of the 
Publications of the Association, including the Proced- 
ings of the last annual meeting; and the report was unani- 
musly accepted. 

The Secretary reported that on May 5, 1914 he had sent 
to all activ members of the Association the folloing letter: 


THe MopeRN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS., May 5, 1914. 


Dear Sir or Madam: 


The Annual Meetings of the Association and the Central Division 
in December, 1906 (see Publications, xxul, 4, pp. xi, xxxiii) voted 
to adopt for official use in the publications of the Association forms 
of spelling then recommended by the Simplified Speiling Board. 
Inquiry made in the spring of 1911 shoed that in both the Editorial 
Committee and the Executiv Council a majority was in favor of 
further simplification of official spelling; and at the Union Meeting 
of 1911 (see Publications, xxvul, 1, p. xxiii) the folloing proposi- 
tion, announst on the program as coming up for action, was adopted 
by a substantial majority, to wit: 


Voted: that the Association hereby adopts the rules and 
recommendations of the Simplified Spelling Board in its cir- 
cular No. 23 of March 6, 1909 as the norm of spelling in the 
official publications and correspondence of the Association. 


The meetings of 1913 also took action on the subject of simplified 
spelling (see Publications, xxIx, 1, pp. xvi, xlvi), that at Cambridge 
requesting the Secretary “to ascertain by postal card the wishes 
of the members as to the use of the so-cald reformd spelling by the 
Association,” and that at Cincinnati requesting the Executiv Coun- 
cil “to consider the whole subject of the further reform of English 
orthografy and to make recommendations to the Association at the 
Union Meeting to he held in 1915.” 

Since the Executiv Council wil naturally be guided in its recom- 
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mendations by the wishes of the majority of the Association, you ar 
now invited to make known your wishes as fully and as definitly as 
possible. 

To prevent misunderstanding I beg leav to say a word on two 
points: 

(1) The votes ef 1906 and 1911 apply to the spelling of official 
documents only, that is, to official publications, to official correspond- 
ence, and to editorial matter. It is especially provided, and is a 
matter of course, that articles contributed to the Publications shal 
be printed in the spelling of the manuscript; and in such manuscript 
no editorial change of spelling has been made or wil be made, except 
a correction according to the author’s own standard. In the pro- 
grams of mectings, however, summaries of papers ar held to be 
editorial matter. Many of them ar very much edited in every 
respect, and in the tuture stil closer editorial attention wil proba- 
bly be necessary, if programs ar to be kept within a more reason- 
able compas than has of late prevaild. 

To be sure, official documents hav themselvs not been uniform, 
nor can they be under the operation of a plan for progressiv simpli- 
fication of spelling. The principle of progressiv simplification has, 
however, been approved and adopted by the Association. 

(2) The term “reformd” is misleading if it suggests the accom- 
plishment of something that nobody professes to hav accomplisht. 
The official spelling does not call itself reformd; it is at most in 
process of reformation, or of simplification; and, as “ simplified,” 
it is not at a stage that anybody regards as final. There ar those 
who believ the official! employment of forms which ar od, but ar 
undeniably simpler than the conventional forms, to be useful as an 
example; others ar not of this opinion; and stil others approve the 
principle, but disapprove this or that feature of the practis. 

You ar requested to set forth your views and wishes on the 
opposit page. A cros placed under “ yes” or “no” wil indicate an 
affirmativ or a negativ anser to the printed questions, and the space 
belo the questions may be utilized for further expression of opinion. 
The sheet can then be detacht and maild in the accompanying 
envelop. An erly reply is invited, but replies wil be receivd and 
considerd up to the first of December next. 

Thru the curtesy of the Simplified Spelling Board you wil receiv 
at about the time that this letter reaches you certain publications 
of the Board from which exact information may be derived as to 
what is coverd by the votes of the Association above referd to. 

Faithfully yours, 


W. G. Howarp, 
Secretary. 
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THe MoperN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
Anser 


Question 


NO 


YES | 


1. Do you favor the use of simplified forms of spelling 
in the official publications and correspondence of 
the Association to the extent exemplified in the 
foregoing letter? 

2. Do you favor the use of simplified forms of spelling 
in the official publications and correspondence of 
the Association, but to a less extent than that 

exemplified in the foregoing letter? 


fied spelling by the Association? 


Additional Information 
Date. 

The Secretary further reported that the vote of the As- 
sociation had resulted as folloes: 


Name. . 


In favor of 1: - 
In favor of 2, not opposed to 1: - 
In favor of 2, but opposed to 1: - 


In favor of simplification, but with varius qualifications: 


: - - 262 


In favor of 3: - - 
In favor of 3, for the present: : - 
Opposed to 1, otherwise non-committal: 


Indifferent, or non-committal: 


Whole number of votes: - - 
Distribution of Votes: 


In favor of 
New England: - - - - - - 46 21 97 
Middle Atlantie States: - - - - 
South, incl. Ark., La., Tex.: - : 28 6 27= 6) 


Middle West, east of the Mississippi: - 67 34 54 = 155 

, West of the Mississippi, except Ark., La., 
Tex.: - - - - - - - 42 10 12= 64 
Canada, Philippines, Mexico: - - 3 1 = 6 


253 99 263=615 
Per cent. of Membership voting: 55.2% 


vi 
| 
3. Do you favor the complete abandonment of simpli- | 
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a 62 
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[The figures wer subsequently laid before the Executiv 


Council. | 
The Tresurer of the Association, Dr. A. F. Whittem, 


presented the folloing report: 


A, CURRENT RECEITS AND EXPENDITURES 


RECEITS 
Balance on hand, December 20, 1913, - - $1,196 60 
From Members, for 1909, - - §$ 600 
- - 3 00 
“ - - 6 00 
1912, - - 45 00 
1918, - - 181 00 
1914, - 2,992 54 
1915, - - 78 00 
“ Life Member- 
ship, - . 50 00 
— $3,361 54 
From Libraries, for Vol. XXVIII, 21 90 
“ - 220 45 
“ “ pee 89 10 
_ 331 45 
For Publications, Vols. VIII-XX, - 25 40 
“ 95 40 
120 80 
For Reprints, Vol. XXIX, - - 17 10 
From Advertizers, Vol. XXVIII, - 150 00 
Miscellaneus, - - - . - 49 57 
239 17 
Interest, Current Funds, Charles 
River Trust Co., - - - - 35 31 
Interest, Permanent Fund, - - 487 06 
522 37 
For Reprinted Vol. I, Old Series, 84 00 
“ TI, 92 00 
224 00 
———_ $4,799 33 


$5,995 93 


| 
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To Secretary, for Salary, - é 
“ Stationery and 


Printing, - 
“ Postage and 
Expressage, - 


To Secretary, Central Division, for 
Salary, - 

Printing Program 
C. D. meeting, 

Stationery, Post- 
age, etc, - - 


Salary, - - 
Stationery and 


To Tresurer, for 


“ “ 


Printing, - 

“ Postage and Ex- 
pressage, - 

“ Clerical services, 
Expenses, - 


For Printing Publications, 
XXVIII, 4, - - - 


XXIX, 1, - 

XXIX, 2, - - 
XXIX, 3, - 
XXIX, 4, - - 


For Reprinting Old Series, ITI, IV, 

For Printing and Mailing Inquiry 
on Spelling, - : - - 

For Printing and Mailing Program, 
32d Annual Meeting, - - - 

Returnd Checks (later redeemd), 

Life Memberships, transferd to 
Permanent Fund, - 

Exchange, 


Balance on hand, Dec. 21, 1914, 


viii MODERN LANGUAGE 


EXPENDITURES 
$ 400 00 


ASSOCIATION 


$ 444 53 


3,471 86 


569 76 
————._ $5,134 36 
861 57 


$5,995 93 


a 14 70 
29 83 
100 00 
58 25 
4 28 60 
166 
23 79 
175 12 
45 00 
17 45 
| 
972 36 
545 46 
699 01 
625 93 
300 00 
79 20 1 
122 25 
12 00 
50 00 
: 6 31 
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B. INVESTED FUNDS 
Bright Fund (Eutaw Savings Bank, 


Baltimore), 

Principal, December 22, 1913, - $1,743 38 

Interest, April 1, 1914, - : 60 90 
$1,804 28 

von Jagemann Fund (Cambridge 
Savings Bank), 

Principal, December 22, 1913, - $1,204 26 

Interest, July 23, 1914, - - 48 64 
$1,252 90 


$3,057 18 


The President of the Association appointed the follo- 
ing committees: 


(1) To audit the Tresurer’s report: Professors Fred- 
erick Tupper, Gustav Gruener, and James Geddes, Jr. 

(2) To nominate officers: Professors F. N. Scott, F. 
M. Warren, and Marian P. Whitney. 


Professor W. A. Hervey introduced the folloing reso- 
lutions: 


Whereas, at the annual meeting of the Modern Language Associa- 
tion of America in 1908 it was resolvd “ that it is desirable to estab- 
lish a test in pronunciation and ability to understand the foren 
language, as part of the college entrance examination,’ and 

Whereas, the expediency of establishing such a test has since been 
affirmd by the New England Modern Language Association, by the 
Committee of Twelv of the National Education Association, and 
by the Association of Modern Language Teachers of the Middle 
States and Maryland, be it therefore 

Resolvd: that the Modern Language Association of America reit- 
erates its endorsement of a college entrance test in pronunciation 
and ability to understand the foren language, as set forth in the 
resolution adopted in 1908; and be it further 

Resolvd: that the Secretary be requested to transmit a copy of 
these resolutions and of the resolution adopted in 1908 to the proper 
officer of each of the folloing organizations, to wit: 


LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 


MODERN 


1. The Association of Colleges and Preparatory Schools of the 


Middle States and Maryland. 
2. The Association of Colleges and Preparatory Schools of the 


Southern States. 
3. The New England Association of Colleges and Preparatory 


Schools. 
4 The North Central Association of Colleges and Preparatory 


Schools. 
5. The College Entrance Examination Board. 


The foregoing resolutions wer unanimusly adopted. 
[Copies wer subsequently sent as requested. | 


On motion of Professor W. A. Braun it was unanimusly 


Resolvd: that the Executiv Council be authorized, whenever it 
may be practicable, to respond to the exprest desire of the Neu- 
philologentag by appointing without expense to the Association a 
delegate or delegates of the Association to attend the Neuphilologen- 
tag and convey to the scolars there assembled the fraternal greetings 


of the Association. 


The reading of papers was then begun. 


1. “The Cursus in English Prose.” By Professor 
George Philip Krapp, of Columbia University. 


[A discussion of the supposed imitation of the rithms of final 
clauses in classical and medieval Latin prose stile by English prose 
writers of the sixteenth century.—Twenty minutes.] 


2. “The Phonetic Uniformity of German Linguistic 
History.” By Professor Eduard Prokosch, of the Univer- 


sity of Texas. 


[Practically all changes in purely Germanic Janguage development 
| ar due to intensity of articulation and contrast stress. Caracteristic 
instances ar: vowel gradation, sound shift, weakening of final 
sillables, vowel mutation, standardization of quantity in M. H. G., 
development of compound tenses and moods.—Twenty-five minutes.] 


During the reading of this and the folloing paper Pro- 
fessor J. S. P. Tatlock occupied the chair. 
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3. “Why is Hyperion Unfinisht?” By Professor 
Raymond D. Havens, of the University of Rochester. 


[According to the publisher’s announcement, Hyperion was aban- 
dond because its author was discouraged by the reception given to 
Endymion. This was denied by Keats and is disproved by his letters. 
From what he himself says about the matter, it has been generally 
concluded that the poem was given up because of its Miltonic inver- 
sions and diction, and it has been claimd that in the revised form, 
The Fall of Hyperion, most of these Miltonisms ar eliminated. This 
reason is inadequate and is not borne out by the changes made in 
the revision. What really hamperd Keats was the fundamentally 
Miltonic caracter of the poem, its austerity, impersonality, and 
aloofness, which wer foren to him. The Fall of Hyperion shoes an 
attempt to humanize the work, and return to the natural manner of 
its author, who, however, had several other purposes in view in 
revising it.—Fifteen minutes.] 


4. “Recent French Criticism of English Literature.” 
By Professor Edwin Mims, of Vanderbilt University. 


[Increasing interest in English literature is manifested in France 
on the part of scolars and the reading public. Particular influence of 
certain English writers: George Eliot, Shelley, the Pre-Raphaelites, 
Newman, Kipling. Of American writers, Emerson and Walt Whit- 
man hav drawn attention away from Poe and his folloers in France. 
—Twenty minutes.] 


During the reading of this paper and to the end of the 
session Professor Camillo von Klenze occupied the chair. 


5. “ Chaucer’s Burgesses.” By Dr. Ernest P. Kuhl, 
of Dartmouth College. 


[Chaucer deliberately selected from the varius gilds the five bur- 
gesses who participate in his pilgrimage. His choice was determind 
by political considerations. The allusions to “ guildhall” and “ al- 
dermen” refer to municipal affairs and not to the gilds—Fifteen 
minutes. ] 


6. “ Milton’s Revision of The Ready and Easy Way to 
Establish a Free Commonwealth.” By Dr. Evert Morde- 
cai Clark, of the University of Texas. 


Be 
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[An original copy of Milton’s boldest pamflet has been found. 
Tho no publisher dared risk even his initials on the title page, the 
treatise got into print in 1660. The principles governing Milton’s 
revision. Milton fired the last gun, and that a doubly charged one, 
in defense of the Good Old Cause.—T'en minutes.] 


At eight o’clock on the evening of Tuesday, December 
29, members and gests of the Association assembled in 
Earl Hall. They wer weleomd to Columbia University 
by President Nicholas Murray Butler. Thereupon an 
address was deliverd by the President of the Association, 
Professor Felix E. Schelling, on “ The American Pro- 
fessor.” 

After this address, members and gests of the Associa- 
tion wer receivd at the President’s House by President 
and Mrs. Butler. 


SECOND SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30 


The session began at 10 a. m. 


The Committee on the Reproduction of Erly Texts 
had no report to make. On motion of the Secretary, it 
was 
§ Voted: that the Committee be continued. 

The Secretary red the folloing communication from the 
chairman of the Joint Committee on Grammatical No- 
menclature: 


The Report of the Joint Committee on Grammatical Nomenclature, 
acceded to by the National Council of Teachers of English in April, 
1913, adopted by the National Education Association in July, and by 
the Modern Language Association and the American Philological 
Association in December, was reprinted at once in 1914, and has been 
sent out to a very large number of people who have written to ask 
for it. Many letters have also been received by the Committee, ask- 
: ing for a clearer statement of its meaning here and there in the 
explanatory part (Part II) or showing that there was need of such 
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a statement. Such letters continue to come in. Several members 
of the Committee, as Mr. Hubbard, Mr. Rounds, and the Chairman, 
have also gone through the entire pamphlet in class-room work, 
for the purpose of seeing where greater precision or fuller explana- 
tion Was necessary. 

The Nomenclature itself (Part I), being the vital part of the 
matter adopted by the four associations, is of course, not to be 
changed at any point until these same associations shall commit the 
entire subject again to the present or some future committee for 
a fresh consideration, in view of the criticism which is earnestly 
asked for and carefully preserved when sent. It is probably best 
in any case that there should be no change now for several years. 

The final form of the present report, accordingly, will consist of 
Part I as it now stands, Part II with such improvements of expla- 
nation as the Committee can make, a brief history of the movement, 
and probably an index. The plan was to leave the months of Jan- 
uary to June in 1914 for the work of criticism, ete., and to prepare 
the final form in the autumn months. Various causes have kept 
the latter part of the plan from being carried out. It is believed 
that this can be done in the early months of 1915. The report will 
then be put on public sale. 

It is desirable that the Committee be continued, both for this 
final work, and to answer the many further inquiries or suggestions 
that will come, as well as communications, such as have already 
been received, from foreign committees upon the same problems. 
The Modern Language Association is therefore requested to vote 
to continue its representation upon the Joint Committee. Corres- 
ponding action has already been taken by the National Edu- 
eation Association, and will be asked of the American Philological 
Association. 


On motion of the Secretary it was unanimusly 


Voted: That the representation of the Modern Language Asso- 
ciation upon the Joint Committee on Grammatical Nomenclature 


be continued. 


The reading of papers was then resumed. 


7. “The Temptation in Paradise Regained.” By Dr. 
Allan H. Gilbert, of Cornell University. 


[To interpret Paradise Regained, one must grasp its structure. 
Milton carefully folloed the Gospel accounts of the Temptation. 
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Biblical commentaries make his meaning clearer. The banquet 
scene (II, 336-405), often misunderstood, belongs to the second, not 
the first, temptation. In the third temptation, also, Milton did not, 
as some think, alter the Gospel facts, but brought out of them the 
effect he desired.—Twenty minutes.] 


8. “A Proposed Classification of the Periods in the 
Development of the American Drama.” By Professor 
Arthur Hobson Quinn, of the University of Pennsylvania. 


[(1) From the production of The Prince of Parthia in 1767 to the 
closing of the theaters in 1774; (2) A period of comparativ inaction 
from 1774 to 1787; (3) From 1787 to 1829, divided into:—(a) the 
period of tentativ effort, under the influence of German and French 
models, from the production of The Contrast, 1787, until the closing 
of Dunlap’s first period of managership in 1805; (b) the period 
of development from 1805 to 1829, largely under foren influence, 
English and Continental;—(4) The first creativ period, partly under 
the influence of Edwin Forrest, from the production of Metamora 
in 1829 to that of Francesca da Rimini in 1855; (5) A transition 
period from 1855 to the close of the Civil War; (6) The second 
creativ period, begining after the war with the work of Augustin 
Daly and Bronson Howard, and continuing to the close of the nine- 
teenth century; (7) The contemporary drama, including the revival 
of the literary drama and the growth of the drama of individualism. 
—Twenty minutes.] 


This paper was discust by Professor Brander Matthews. 


9. “ Hamlet without Hamlet.” By Professor Brander 
Matthews, of Columbia University. 


[A consideration of the plays in which the chief caracter never 
appears.—T'wenty minutes.] 


10. “The Spirit of Shakespeare’s Trotlus and Cres- 
sida.” By Professor John S. P. Tatlock, of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan. 

[An examination of other Elizabethan versions of the Troy story 
modifies the impression of bitterness which Shakespeare’s Troilus 
makes on a modern, and shoes that the play was probably less ori- 
ginal than it has been considerd.—Twenty-five minutes.] 
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11. “The Dream of the Golden Age: A Study of the 
Intluence of the Mystery on the Theory and the Art of 
Romanticism.” By Dr. Louise Mallinckrodt Kueffner, 
of Vassar College. 


[Friedrich Schlegel’s recognition of the differences between ancient 
and modern art, and his later realization of their identity at their 
starting point in the mistery. The naturalistic origins of the mis- 
tery; the themes of the mistery and the Dream of the Golden Age; 
medieval, romantic, and neo-romantic misticism. Fr. Schlegel’s defi- 
nition of romantic poetry as eine progressive Universalpoesie.— 
Twenty-five minutes.] 


At one o’elock on Wednesday, December 30, members 
and gests of the Association wer entertaind at luncheon at 
the University Commons. 

At two o’clock in the afternoon of Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 30, there was a meeting of the ConcorpaNnce Society. 


THIRD SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30 


The session began at 2.50 p. m. 
The reading of papers was continued. 


12. “Early Influence of La Fontaine on English 
Fable Writers.” By Professor M. Ellwood Smith, of 
Syracuse University. 

[Causes for this revival: La Fontaine late. Addison’s statement 
of La Fontaine’s popularity in England substantiated; erly trans- 
lations from La Fontaine into English verse (John Dennis, 1693, 
Mandeville, Swift, and the Miscellany Writers). Relation of La 
Fontaine to English versifiers thru Ramsay and Gay.—Twenty min- 
utes.] 


13. “ Dante’s ‘Second Love.’”’ By Professor Jeffer- 
son B. Fletcher, of Columbia University. 


{In the Vita Nuova, Dante condemns as wicked his desire of the 
donna pietosa, substitute on erth for Beatrice in heven. In the 
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Convivio he justifies this second love as realization of Christian Fij- 
losofy in the activ life, ’'amoroso uso della sapienza, by which ac- 
quiring needful merit he may win first the perfection of human 
nature, gentilezza, and then by grace be exalted above that to the 
perfection of the angelical nature, and so possess la viva Beatrice 
beata, the beatific vision—here by anticipation in rapture, hereafter 
in eternal fruition. Thus rightly and needfully orderd to God, his 
second love is shown to be nobilissima; non passione, ma virti si ¢é 
stata la movente cagione. Otherwise, as inordinate desire, pride, it 
wud be the sin of sins. The simbolic donna gentile of the Convivio 
foreshadoes then not Vergil, human perfection, gentilezza, outside 
the faith, but Matilda, gentilezza within the faith, yet subordinate 
as of the activ life to Beatrice, somma beatitudine or angelical per- 
fection of the contemplativ life. As apologia pro vita sua, Dante’s 
argument wud at once justify his worldly activities as right and 
needful, and yet deplore an inordinate absorption in them that for 
a time blinded him to Beatrice, la somma beatitudine. From the 
enticement of the donna gentile so in effect like St. Paul’s angelus 
Satanae, Dante was providentially saved by the chastening sorroes 
of exile. Beatrice’s rebuke was to him what God’s was to St. Paul: 
Sufficit tibi gratia mea; nam virtus in infirmitate perficitur.—T hirty 
minutes. ] 


14. “Le renouvellement de la pensée frangaise.” By 
Professor Albert Schinz, of Smith College. 


[Le tourment religieux dans la littérature des derni@res années: 
attitude anti-rationaliste, spiritualiste, et catholique-orthodoxe: dans 
le roman (Juliette Adam, Barés, Fréres Tharaud, Binet-Valmer, 
ete.), dans le lyrisme (Ch. Péguy, Francis Jammes, etc.), au théAtre 
(Curel, Brieux, Claudel, ete.), et jusque dans la critique—Twenty- 
five minutes.]| 


15. “ Theodor Fontane und England.” By Dr. Fried- 
rich Schoenemann, of Harvard University. 


[Deutsche Ansichten iiber England im 18. und 19. Jahrhundert. 
Theodor Fontane als Persinlichkeit. Fontanes persinliche Erleb- 
nisse und Studien in England. Schriften dariiber. Beschiftigung 
mit englischer Literatur: Shakespeare, Scott, Dickens. Ueberset- 
zungen. Fontanes Gesamtauffassung Englands.—Twenty minutes.| 


16. “ The Dunciad of 1729.” By Professor Reginald 
Harvey Griffith, of the University of Texas. 
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[Contemporary periodicals and pamflets illumin several dark 
points in the history of the second year of the Dunciad. Of varie- 
ties (frequently miscald “ editions”) the present paper noted six- 
teen, as opposed to the nine described or alluded to in W. J. Thomas’s 
bibliografy. Dates of issue for many of them wer here first estab- 
lisht. The “ Dob” edition was not the second, as has long been 
argued. The nominal publisher “Dod” was the widow Dodd. 
“Dob” was pretty surely the pirate publisher Curll. Professor 
Lounsbury’s equation “ Dob” =Gilliver is highly improbable. The 
“ mithical” lawsuit was not so certainly mithical—Twenty-eight 


minutes.] 


At the close of this session there was a meeting of the 
American Dratect Society. 

From four to seven o’clock in the afternoon of Wednes- 
day, December 30, ladies and gentlemen who wer members 
of the Association wer admitted to the Grolier Club. 

At half after eight o’clock on the evening of Wednesday, 
December 30, the ladies in attendance wer receivd by Dean 
Virginia C. Gildersleeve, of Barnard College, at Brooks 
Hall. 

At nine o’clock on the evening of Wednesday, December 
30, the gentlemen in attendance wer entertaind at a 
smoker in the University Commons. An address was 
made by Professor Calvin Thomas. 


FOURTH SESSION, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 
The session began at 10.13 a. m. 


On behalf of the Committee on the Collegiate Training 
of Teachers of Modern Foren Languages, the Secretary 
reported that untoward circumstances had prevented the 
committee from completing its work, and moved that the 
committee be continued. This motion was unanimusly 
carried. 
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Professor John L. Lowes bespoke interest on the part 
of the Association in the Modern Language Review and 
other European scientific periodicals, and his appeal was 
warmly receivd. 


On motion of Mrs. Camillo von Klenze, it was unani- 
musly 


Resolvd: That arrangements be made by the Entertainment 
Committee of the Modern Language Association at all future meet- 
ings for an informal meeting of the women members of the Associa- 
tion, to take place simultaneusly with the men’s smoker, the time and 
place of this meeting to be announst in the official program. Thi 
women of the Association appreciate the curtesy with which they 
hav been entertaind heretofore, but they feel the need of an oppor- 
tunity for meeting their fellow-workers and for discussing questions 
of professional interest. 


The Auditing Committee reporting thru Professor 
Frederick Tupper that the Tresurer’s accounts wer found 
correct, it was unanimusly 

Voted: That the Tresurer’s report be accepted. 


On behalf of the Nominating Committee Professor F. 
N. Scott presented the folloing nominations: 


President: Jefferson B. Fletcher, Columbia University. 

First Vice-President: Oliver F. Emerson, Western 
Reserve University. 

Second Vice-President: Bert J. Vos, Indiana Uni- 
versity. 

Third Vice-President: Mary V. Young, Mount Holyoke 
College. 


On motion, the Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for the persons nominated, and they wer declared 
unanimusly elected to their several offices for the year 
1915. 
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For Honorary Membership in the Association the 
Executiv Council nominated: 


Willy Bang, University of Louvain. 
Ferdinand Brunot, University of Paris. 
Alfred Jeanroy, University of Paris. 


On motion of Professor L. F. Mott, the nominees wer 
unanimusly elected Honorary Members. 

On motion of Professor H. E. Greene, the folloing 
resolution was adopted by a rising vote: 


Resolvd: That the members of the Modern Language Association 
of America at the close of their thirty-second Annual Meeting express 
their harty thanks to the President and Trustees of Columbia Uni- 
versity for their hospitable entertainment within the walls of the 
university bildings; to President and Mrs. Butler, to Dean Gilder- 
sleeve, to the Faculty Club, and to the President and members of 
the Grolier Club, for their gracius hospitality; to Professor Calvin 
Thomas for his wise and witty “Smoke Talk,” and to Professor 
Arthur Remy for his memorable illustrations of medieval legend 
and literature; and last, but by no means least, to the Local Com- 
mittee for their thoughtful provision for the comfort of their gests, 
and for the many curtesies, both general and personal, that hav 
made this meeting one of great enjoyment and profit to all who hav 
had the good fortune to be present. 


{The thanks of the Association wer subsequently 
exprest to all of the persons and organizations mentiond. } 


The reading of papers was then resumed. 


17. “ The Psvchological Basis of the Variant Treat- 
ment of Germanic -iji- in Gothic suffixes.” By Professor 
Robert James Kellogg, of James Millikin University. 

[Germanic -(i)ji- goes back to Indo-European -(e)ie-. The Gothic 
gradation -ji- : -ei- shoes a Germanic double leveling of the secondary 
suffixal accent (-ijf- or -fji-) according to fonetic forms of the preced- 
ing root. This in turn presupposes acute accentuation of light or 
singly long root sillables, and a circumflexing of hevy root sillables 
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which groups them accentually with polysillabic rocts. Hence the 
grouping of roots and stems into two classes and the variant secon- 
dary accent of suffixes. Application of this explanation to problems 
of Germanic accent and its shifting, of West Germanic gemination, 
of Germanic and West Germanic shifting of consonants, and to the 
interpretation of purely fonetic analogy.—Twenty-five minutes. ] 


18. “Saint Brandan and the Sea-God Bran.” By 
Professor Arthur C. L. Brown, of Northwestern Uni- 
versity. 

[Saint Brandan inherited marine adventures from the old Celtic 
god. Transfer of incident, which was fosterd by a similarity of name, 
continued til the saint became a mere Christianization of Bran. 
Associated with Bran wer Brigit and Mananndén (Welsh, Mana- 
wydan).—Twenty-five minutes.] 


19. “ The Vogue of Literary Theories in the German 
Renaissance.” By Dr. Joseph E. Gillet, of the University 
of Wisconsin. 

[This paper reviewd the opinions exprest for or against the 
“ Classical Rules” by German authors, mostly dramatists, from 1500 
to 1730. Gottsched’s Critische Dichtkunst was estimated in relation 
to the data thus obtaind. Incidentally the fortunes of Aristotle, 
Sealiger, and Opitz in Germany wer described and used as illustra- 
tions in point.—T'wenty minutes.] 


During the reading of this paper, and to the end of the 
session, Professor B. P. Bourland occupied the chair. 


20. “The Influence of the Popular Ballad on Sir 
Walter Scott.” By Professor Charles Wharton Stork, of 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

[With two or three notable exceptions, Scott faild in his attempts 
to imitate the old ballad, for two reasons: (1) the influence of the 
modern German ballad led him in the direction of artificiality, and 
(2) however “romantic” we may think him, he was, at least as 
to stile, a son of the eighteenth century. The real influence of the 
ballad on Scott was, partly as with Coleridge, in poetic atmosfere. 
Lerning ballads by hart as a boy, collecting them and living in their 
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midst as a man, he never lost the interest in them that descended 
to him from his moss-trooping ancestors.—Twenty-five minutes.] 


This paper was discust by Professors O. F. Emerson 
and E. E. Hale. 


21. “Some of Longfellow’s Sources for the Second 
Part of Evangeline.” By Dr. Murray Gardner Hill, of 
Western Reserve University. 

[In writing the second part of Evangeline, Longfellow used Seals- 
field’s Life in the New World, Fremont’s Expedition to the Rocky 
Mountains, and Kip’s Early Jesuit Missions as sources for his de- 
scriptions of the lower Mississippi, the prairies, and the Black Robe 
Missions.—Twenty minutes. ] 


This paper was discust by Professor B. J. Rees. 


At one o’clock on Thursday, December 31, the members 
and gests of the Association wer entertaind at luncheon at 
the University Commons. 


FIFTH SESSION, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 


The session began at 2.30 p. m., Professor B. P. Bour- 
land in the chair. The reading of papers was continued. 


22. “ Alexander the Great’s Celestial Journey.” By 
Mr. Roger S. Loomis, of the University of Illinois. 


[I1. The episode in Middle English. II. The episode in Erly 
Forms of the Alexander Legend. III. The origin of the similar 
exploits attributed to Oriental heroes. IV. Illustrations of the epi- 
sode in medieval art. V. Tipological interpretation of the episode. 
—Twenty minutes.] 


23. “Graf von Loeben and the Legend of Lorelei.” 
By Dr. Allen Wilson Porterfield, of Barnard College, 
Columbia University. 


[Since the publication of Brentano’s Godwi (1801-02), about sixty- 
five Loreleidichtungen hav been written in German. Many investi- 
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gators hav given the prolific but now little known Loeben much credit 
for his part in the development of the legend, contending that he 
influenst Heine. There is no proof that Heine knew Loeben’s ballad 
in 1823, while there is positiv evidence that he derived his initial 
inspiration from A. W. Schreiber’s Handbuch (1818).—Twenty min- 
utes.] 


During the reading of this paper, and to the end of the 
session, Professor F. E. Schelling occupied the chair. 


24. “Tricks of Elizabethan Showmen.” By Profes- 
sor Thornton Shirley Graves, of Trinity College, North 
Carolina. 

{Impositions practist upon the public by Elizabethan rogues mas- 
querading as licenst players, methods of advertizing employd by 
regular actors, tricks of sharpers to attract the curius to theatrical 
swindles of one sort or another.—Twenty minutes.] 


25. “The Sources of Jonson’s The Staple of News.” 
By Professor Arthur B. Stonex, of Trinity College, Con- 
necticut. 

[Besides the Plutus of Aristophanes, the Timon of Lucian, and 
certain other works, classical and English, which hav been pointed 
out, Jonson seems to hav used a late English morality play, The 
Contention between Liberality and Prodigality. The simultaneus use 
of classical satire and nativ morality drama is not improbable, be- 
cause the two ar similar in both motiv and method.—Fifteen min- 


utes.]| 


26. “ The Virtue of Friendship in the Faerie Queene.” 
By Professor John Erskine, of Columbia University. 


[Frendship not one of Aristotle’s virtues, nor usually considerd 
a virtue by ancient and medieval filosofers. The difference between 
frendship as a moral virtue and frendship as a social relation in- 
volving other virtues, such as loyalty. Frendship as a social rela- 
tion the classical ideal, reinforst by the institution of chivalry. 
The difficulty of defining frendship as a moral virtue, and of so 
representing it in an allegory. The discussions of frendship access- 
ible to Spenser. Possible sources of his theory of frendship.— 
Twenty-five minutes.] 


At 4.48 p. m. the Association adjurnd. 
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PAPERS RED BY TITLE 


The folloing papers, presented to the Association, wer 
red by title only: 


27. “Notes on the Speculum Vitae.” By Miss Hope Emily Allen. 


[An investigation of the Mss. of the Speculum Vitae has not con- 
firmd the authorship of Nassington and Waldby or the connection 
with the Prick of Conscience discust in my article on the Authorship 
of the ‘ Prick of Conscience.’ An English prose version has been dis- 
coverd and a Latin source. A list of Mss, is appended.] 


28. “The ‘Character’ in Restoration Comedy.” By Professor 
Edward C. Baldwin, of the University of Illinois. 


[The Restoration comedy of manners contains many “ caracters.” 
These differ, however, from the “ caracter” as exemplified in the 
work of Overbury and the writers of the older English comedy, 
being more akin to the French portrait as written by La Bruyére 
and later imitated by Addison. The model for this exotic form of 
the “ caracter” was furnisht by Moliére. His art was, in turn, in- 
fluenst by that of the précieuses, who, after serving an apprentice- 
ship in the salons, had introduced the portrait into fiction.] 


29. “The American Indian in German Poetry.” By Dr. Preston 
A. Barba, of Indiana University. 


{[Chateaubriand’s Atala and René in Germany. The Indian as the 
embodiment of the Rousseauian doctrin in poems of Schiller, Halem, 
Schubart, and Seume. Upon the advent of Cooper the tragic fate 
of the redman is a frequent theme, as in certain poems of Chamisso 
and Lenau. The poets among the Achtundvierziger and subsequent 
German-American poets hav often exploited Indian lore. In spite 
of the realistic portrayals of the Indian in the novels of Gerstiicker, 
Strubberg, and Méllhausen, he has in poetry remaind an essentially 
romantic figure.] 


30. “Christian Felix Weisse’s Place Among German Educators of 
the Eighteenth Century.” By Professor Wilhelm Braun, of Bar- 
nard College. 


{Tho not even mentiond by name in Rein’s Handbuch der Piéda- 
gogik or in Munroe’s Encyclopedia of Education, Weisse was deemd 
worthy to hav his portrait hung in the Education Bilding of the 
recent Leipzig International Exhibition of Books and Grafie Arts 
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beside that of Basedow, Salzmann, and Pestalozzi. But practically 
nothing has been written about Weisse’s contribution to the new 
pedagogy of the 18th century, altho he publisht a Primer which was 
widely used for fifty years, and supplied Germany with a great bulk 
of educational literature for children which made his name a house- 
hold word thruout the land. The present paper aims to give a siic- 
cinct account of Weisse’s pedagogical work, without attempting at 
this time any final valuation of it.] 


31. “Conversations as a French Literay Genre during the Seven- 
teenth Century.” By Professor Isabelle Bronk, of Swarthmore Col- 
lege. 

[A list and a consideration of the extremely numerus Conversa- 
tions, Entretiens, and Dialogues publisht in France, from the time 
of the Entretiens de M. Du Mas avec M. de Balzac (1656) until the 
end of the century—Conversations sur Vexcellence du beau sexe 
(1699) 


32. “Two New Texts of the Hvangelie.” By Miss Gertrude H. 
Campbell, of Bryn Mawr College. 


[A stanzaic story of the gospels in English is printed under the 
title Evangelie in the EETS edition of Minor poems from the Ver- 
non MS. Two new texts ar here produced; one the complete poem, 
found in a Ms. fifty years younger than the Vernon Ms., the other 
a fragment of great linguistic interest, in the East Midland dialect, 
dated about 1310. Notes on the text, remarks on the Mss. and their 
relations, and studies in the sources of the material accompany the 
texts. ] 


33. “Sources of the Comedia Tibalda of Perflvarez de Ayllon.” 
By Professor J. P. Wickersham Crawford, of the University of 
Pennsylvania. 


[The Comedia Tibelda (1553) of Perflvarez de Ayll6n is chiefly 
devoted to the discussion of two themes frequently treated in six- 
teenth-century Spanish literature, the remedies against love and the 
relativ virtues and imperfections of women. For the first of these, 
he folloes closely Ovid’s Remedia Amoris; for the second, he trans- 
lates almost literally from Rodriguez de la Camara’s Triunfo de las 
dofas. A study of the sources servs to correct a number of mistakes 
in the text recently publisht in the Bibliotheca Hispanica.] 


34. “The Uses of the Particles of Comparison in German.” By 
Professor Edward Elias, of Hope College. 


[After brief consideration of the uses of the particles of compari- 
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son in O. H. G. and M. H. G., the paper traces the uses from Erly 
N. H. G. to the present day. Special attention is given to Lessing, 
Goethe, Schiller, Jakob Grimm, Heine, and Nietzsche. ] 


35. “The Merchant Prince of Cornville by Samuel Gross and 
Rostand’s Cyrano de Bergerac.” By Dr. Walther Fischer, of the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

[The purpose of the paper is to sho that in spite of the wel-known 
court decision it is impossible, from a literary point of view, to 
charge Rostand with plagiarism from Gross.] 


36. “ The British Isles in Norse Saga.” By Professor Christabel 
F. Fiske, of Vassar College. 

{The Norse sagas reflect historical conditions and events in the 
British Iles, and with more or less romantic modification of actual- 
ities present the Iles as an object of conquest, a place of refuge, a 
rich opportunity for pillage or for trade, the home of future brides, 
possible allies, and servisable recruits, and the source of Christian 


influences. ] 


37. “The Dunciad of 1728.” By Professor R. H. Griffith, of the 
University of Texas. 


[No other English poem, it is thought, presents so elaborate a bib- 
liografical puzzle as Pope’s Dunciad. This paper is limited to events 
of 1728, and the history of this first year as previusly told is cor- 
rected and amplified. The account concerns chiefly: the preparation 
of the satire for the public, and of the public to receiv it; the 
number and dates of editions; the advertizing campain for and 
against it; and the publishers and printers.] 


38. “ Civilization and Literature.” By Professor A. L. Guérard, 
of the Rice Institute. 


[French universities now recognize a three-fold division in the 
study of modern languages: linguistics, literature, civilization. In 
Germany, Dr. Ernst Sieper, a. o. Professor der englischen Philologie 
an der Universitit Miinchen, is editing a series of monografs, Die 
Kultur des modernen England. In this cuntry, several universities 
hav professorships of the history of German culture. The present 
paper, which was intended as a preface to the author’s French Civili- 
zation in the Nineteenth Century, is a plea for a similar develop- 
ment of the study of French culture.] 


39. “Eustorg de Beaulieu and the Protestant Song-Books of the 
Sixteenth Century.” By Dr. Helen Josephine Harvitt. 
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{I. A short biografical sketch of Eustorg de Beaulieu. II. Re- 
formation propaganda thru the medium of songs. General aspect 
of the movement. III. Beaulieu’s method of adapting religius songs 
to popular tunes and words. IV. A catalog of the songs by Eustorg 
de Beaulieu, with their popular prototipes (opening lines only) and 
references to the song-books in which the original and the prototipe 
may be found. V. A bibliografical list of the collections of songs 
mentiond in the paper.] 


40. “ Henry Fielding’s Word-Usage and Signatures in his Covent. 
Garden Journal.” By Dr. Gerard E. Jensen, of Cornell University. 


[This essay endevors to determin what signatures in this Journal! 
ar Fielding’s, and how far they may be taken as evidence of his 
authorship. It examins also Keightley’s word-test for the author’s 
stile and tries to sho that it is in general reliable. The writer finds 
that internal evidence usually supports his other tests. After having 
explaind the rejection of several papers, he suggests the names of 
their writers.] 


41. “Nature and Authorship of the Anonymous King Leir.” By 
Professor Robert Adger Law, of the University of Texas. 


{J. J. Munro has recently suggested a common authorship for The 
Troublesome Reign and King Leir. Analisis of the two plays shoes 
that while The Troublesome Reign is a tipical cronicle history, the 
Leir is really a melodrama, possessing structural unity, a few mildly 
poetic lines, and certain distinct peculiarities of stile. All these 
point in one direction for the authorship. ] 


42. “The Finnsburg Fragment and the Finn-Episode in Beo- 
wulf.” By Professor William W. Lawrence, of Columbia University. 


[A study of the interpretation of the text and of the significance 
of the tale as a whole in its relation to Beowulf and to Germanic 
heroic story.] 


43. “Leonid Andreev.” By Professor Clarence L. Meader, of the 
University of Michigan. 

[The place of Andreev among contemporary Russian writers, and 
his attitude toward Russian social and political questions. The 
development of his ideas of individualism and self-realization; his re- 
lation to Nietzsche, to Tolstoi, and to the simbolic drama of western 
Europe.] 


44. “The Original of The Nonjuror.” By Dr. Dudley H. Miles, 
of the Evander Childs High School, New York City. 
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{In spite of the unanimus opinion that Cibber based his play, The 
Nonjuror, directly on Moliére’s Vartujfe (1669), a critical com- 
parison with Moli@re and with Medbourne’s Tartuffe (1670), in 
management of the action, handling of caracter, and in frasing of 
jdeas common to the three pieces, shoes that Cibber workt from the 
erlier English translation and adaptation.] 


45. ‘The Development of Goethe’s Theory of the Novelle.” By 
Professor McBurney Mitchell, of Brown University. 


[The first attempt at a theory of the Novelle in Germany is usually 
dated from the pioneer work of the brothers Schlegel (1798-1804). 
This was folloed by a slight contribution from Wieland (1805), and 
after a considerable interval by Goethe’s famus epigrammatie defi- 
nition of 1827; “ Was ist die Novelle anders als eine sich ercignete, 
unerhirte Begebenheit?” As a matter of fact, this definition is only 
the quintessential result of a long investigation which can be traced 
definitly as far back as the Unterhaltungen deutscher Ausgewander- 
ten (1795), where the later epigram is already stated in substance, 
thus antedating even the first attempts of the Schlegels at a defi- 
nition. Only by tracing the growth of this conception in Goethe’s 
mind between 1795 and 1827, can one arrive at a satisfactory eluci- 
dation of the definition in its final form. Incidentally, A. W. Schle- 
gel and Wieland appear to have borroed from Goethe.] 


46. “The Position of Group C in the Canterbury Tales.” By 
Professor Samuel Moore, of the University of Wisconsin. 


[The position which Furnivall assignd to Group C of the Canter- 
bury Tales—between B and D—is an entirely arbitrary one; no in- 
ternal evidence lends it probabilty, and no Ms. is known to exist in 
which C either folloes B* or precedes D. In fact, the Ms. evidence 
makes it quite clear that C ought to precede B*?. The mss. also sho 
that there ar only three possible positions for CB?: (1) between B? 
and D; (2) between F and G; (3) between G and H. The internal 
evidence shoes that of these three positions the best is certainly 
between B' and D. The arrangement which best expresses Chaucer's 
intentions is AB’ C BP DEFGHI] 


47. “The Significance of Poetry.” By Dr. Harvey W. Peck, of 
the University of Texas. 


[A view of the function of poetry as a representativ of the fine 
arts, especially in its relation to science and to practical activity. 
The subject matter of poetry may be complex or of varied nature. 
The test of poetry is poetic form. This is reducible ultimately to 
rithm. Rithm is generally regarded as the natural mode of express- 
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ing coherent emotion. Emotion is considerd the source of values, 
the basis of judgments of worth. The function of poetry, then, is, 
abstractedly stated, the preservation or creation of values. Con- 
clusion emphasizing the social significance of poetry, and the neces- 
sity of poetry or a kindred art as a supplement to science and to 
industrial activity.] 


48. “Poetic Thinking.” By Professor Richard Rice, Jr., of In- 
diana University. 

[The paper attempts to define and illustrate the folloing ques- 
tions: (1) In relation to filosofic and scientific thought what is 
poetic thought ?—Illustrated by the treatment of a single topic in 
three tipical courses of the college curriculum. (2) What kind of 
truth does the poetic mind choose to believ in?—Illustrated by our 
memory of the past and our discovery of the future. (3) How does 
poetry combine with the other modes of thought to help one solv 
the important problems of life?—Illustrated by the most important 
of all problems.] 


49. “The Rationale of Punctuation.”” By Miss Constance May- 
field Rourke, of Vassar College. 


{The rules for punctuation do not accord with the practis of 
careful writers; they offer a code rather than a comprehensiv logic, 
the retorics fail to agree. The function of punctuation can only 
be defined in terms of effect. By offering simbols different in kind 
from those of the printed or written word, punctuation arrests 
attention: its primary effect is that of emfasis. Each point not 
only produces stress, but by its form colors language with purpose. 
The effect of each point may be simply defined. This functional 
logic interprets both the tendencies exprest by the rules and the 
variations of literature. Upon the basis of this logic the amateur 
may be taught to punctuate according to the relativ values of his 
expression. His punctution will become organic, a direct and natu- 
ral outgrowth from his expression.] 


50. “The Theophilus Legend in Dramatic Form: A Suggested 
Antecedent of the Bond Story in The Merchant of Venice.” [By 
Miss Helen Sandison, of Vassar College. 


[Dramatic and semi-dramatic versions present: (1) the “ bond 
story ’ of a Christian trapt by the devil, with whom a Jew is allied 
and almost merged; (2) the trial scene in essentials, Mercy (i. e. 
Mary) overcoming Justis; (3) certain minor parallels. If not this 
particular miracle, one similar, similarly developing into rationalized 
drama, conceivably contributed to the final evolution of Shake- 
speare’s story.] 
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51. “Allusions in Sixteenth-Century Dramatists (including 
Shakespeare) to the Puritans’ ‘ Pensive Care for the Well Bestowal 
of Time.” By Professor Morris P. Tilley, of the University of 


Michigan. 

[The paper seeks to sho two things; the Puritans’ opinion of the 
value of time, and the dramatists’ ridicule of that opinion. Not all 
Puritans wer equally severe in their denunciation of recreation. 
But severe Puritanical denunciations cald forth violent protests 
from the dramatists, who for satirical purposes introduced into their 
plays the extreme Puritans’ views with regard both to the value of 
time and to the restrictions of time, place, and persons placed upon 
amusements. Shakespeare joind in the ridicule of views of this 


sort. 


52. “Some Phases of the Elizabethan Epigram.”” By Professor 
Samuel Marion Tucker, of the Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute. 


[However difficult to classify, the Elizabethan Epigram was the 
resultant of two distinct influences: the English epigrams of John 
Heywood, which wer general, didactic, and impersonal, and the 
Latin epigrams of Martial, which wer particular and personal, some- 
times satirical, sometimes eulogistic, but almost always occasional. 
These two influences appear chiefly in the epigrams of Sir John 
Harrington, but they ar also to be found in the work of Davies, 
Bastard, Weaver, and a score of other epigrammatists of the Eliza- 
bethan and the Jacobean age.] 


53. “Chaucer and the Woman Question.” By Professor Fred- 
erick Tupper, of the University of Vermont. 


[This article considers the large det of The Canterbury Tales to 
a contemporary tradition dominant in satires, sermons, “ gospels,” 
exempla, fabliaux, goliardic poems, love-disputes, etc. Chaucer’s 
deliberate treatment of the woman question includes not only varied 
discussion of wives’ counsels and obedience in the so-cald “ Marriage 
Group” (which must be enlarged) and of “ gentilesse” in tales of 
courtly love, but also ample illustrations of celibacy, jelusy, and the 
conventional contrast between good and bad women. The Wife of 
Bath is the storm-center of all fases of this querelle des femmes, to 
which class satire furnishes a background and popular theology a 
relief. ] 


54. “Shakspere’s Present Indicative Singular Predicates with 
Plural Subjects.” By Professor Frederick Tupper, of the University 
of Vermont. 

[A careful scrutiny of the many passages in the Shakspere Quar- 
tos and Folios containing a plural subject of one member folloed by 
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a singular predicate seems to sho that, in the poet’s use, such a 
subject is always impersonal. The few seeming exceptions are de- 
monstrably printer’s errors. Noteworthy is the close resemblance 
between Shakspere’s construction (misinterpreted by all grammari- 
ans) and the Greek idiom of the subject in the neuter-form of the 
plural with the verb in the singular.] 


55. “The Heroine of the Dunciad.” By Mr. George F. Whicher, 
of the University of Illinois. 


[The public-spirited reason profest by Pope for his coarse attack 
on Mrs. Eliza Haywood was as usual the stalking-horse for his per- 
sonal animus. He owed the author of The Court of Carimania a 
grudge for her slander of his frend, Henrietta Howard, and for a 
scandalus reference to himself in The Court of Lilliput, which he 
chose to attribute to her. Tho the inclusion of a novel by Mrs. 
Haywood in Curll’s Female Dunciad was in no way retaliatory, Sav- 
age again took occasion to abuse the novelist in An Author to be 
Let. The effect of these attacks was not unfelt by Mrs. Haywood. 
The popularity of her writings declined, she produced almost nothing 
for a decade, and her name did not appear in connection with her 
later successful work.] 


56. “The Influence of the Minnesong on the Early Italian Can- 
gone.” By Professor Ernest Hatch Wilkins, of the University of 
Chicago. 


[The Provencal lyric is the main, but not the only, general source 
of the erly Italian lyric. The poets of the court of Frederick IT had 
ample opportunity to become acquainted with the work of the Min- 
nesingers. The canzone resembles the Minnelied rather than the 
canso in several important respects of metrical technique: 1) in its 
unvarying tripartition; 2) in its preference for the piede of three 
lines; 3) in its rejection of the favorit Provencal initial rime-scheme 
ABBA; 4) in its preference for the initial rime-scheme ABCABC; 
5) in its use of the initial rime-scheme ABCDABCD; 6) in its 
preference for the metabolic rather than the isometric stanza; 7) 
in its insistence on originality in stanza structure; 8) in its rejec- 
tion of the tornada.] 


57. “Thomson’s Seasons in France.” By Dr. Ernest Hunter 
Wright, of Columbia University. 


[A chapter in the history of the re-awakening of nature poetry in 
the last half of the eighteenth century, treating especially the more 
direct imitators of Thomson—Bernis, Saint-Lambert, Léonard, Rou- 
cher, Lemierre, Delille, and others.] 
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MEETING OF THE CENTRAL DIVISION 


The twentieth annual meeting of the Cenrrat Division 
of the Mopern LanauaGEe AssociaTION oF AMERICA was 
held at Minneapolis, Minnesota, under the auspices of the 
University of Minnesota, December 29, 30, and 31, 1914. 
All the sessions except that of the first evening were held at 
the Minnesota Union on the University Campus. Pro- 
fessor Julius Goebel, Chairman of the Central Division, 


presided. 


FIRST SESSION, TUESDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 29 


The Central Division met at 2.40 p. m. 


The Chairman stated that he would announce the com- 
mittees on Wednesday morning. 


On motion of Professor T. A. Jenkins it was 


Voted: That sometime during the meeting the question of sup- 
port of the modern language journals be discust. 


It was later arranged to have this question discust Wed- 
nesday forenoon. 


The reading of papers was then begun. 


1. “New Light on Some of Cowper’s Friendships.” 
By Professor Madison C. Bates, of the South Dakota 
State College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts. 

[An interpretation of an unpublisht manuscript by Hayley. The 
manuscript is valuable chiefly for the new light it throws on Cow- 
per’s friendship with his first two biographers Hayley and Greatheed, 
with his cousins Theodora and Harriet, and with Mrs. Unwin. Cer- 
tain of the points discust have long been matters of controversy.— 
Fifteen minutes.] 
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2. “A Note on the Relation of Chateaubriand to Rous- 
seau.” By Professor Barry Cerf, of the University of 
Wisconsin. 


[The aim was to show that Atala and René were written at a time 
when Chateaubriand was a Rousseauist in his attitude toward re- 
ligion, nature, and man, and that it is not necessary to suppose 
they were alterd at the time of their incorporation in the Génie du 
Christianisme.—Ten minutes.] 


This paper was discust by Professor Colbert Searles. 


3. “St. Anne’s Day ‘Sights’ at Lincoln.” By Pro- 
fessor Hardin Craig, of the University of Minnesota. 

[An attempt to ascertain the nature of the St. Anne’s Day pro- 
cession at Lincoln and its relationship to the mystery plays acted in 
the city, based upon a newly discoverd account-book of the Cord- 
wainers’ Company, the accounts of the Cathedral Chapter (now for 
the first time red), and upon other Lincoln documents more or less 
well-known. The paper began with a summary of the general ques- 
tion of the relationship between processions and plays.—Vifteen 
minutes. ] 


4. “The Mortimer Action in Schiller’s Maria Stuart.” 
By Professor Cari Schlenker, of the University of Minne- 
sota. 


[Schiller has not clearly indicated how Maria Stuart is made to 
accept her fate with free moral conviction of its justness. Can the 
Mortimer episode be one device to bring this about?—Fifteen min- 
utes.] 


This paper was discust by Professors J. T. Hatfield 
and E. C. Roedder. 


5. “ British and American Pronunciation: Retrospect 
and Prospect.” By Professor Louise Pound, of the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. 


[Increast present-day interest in living oral speech. Attempts to 
record “standard” pronunciation and regional variations. The 
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ideal of conscious supervision in speech. Present status of Ameri- 
ean pronunciation in relation to British. Duality of standard. 
Sketch of existing divergencies and salient tendencies. Relation to 
the movement for spelling reform. Is further deviation inevitable ?— 


Fifteen minutes.] 


This paper was discust by Professors T. A. Jenkins, M. 
Callaway, Jr., and Julius Goebel. 


6. “Flaubert’s Education sentimentale (version of 
1845).” By Dr. A. Coleman, of the University of 
Chicago. 

[This first novel of Flaubert, romantic in essence, sets forth his 
doctrin of impassibility. It reflects the literary theories of Balzac 
and Hugo and presents the formula on which his greatest works were 
constructed.—T'en minutes.] 


7. “Some Considerations Bearing on the Funda- 
mental Basis in Human Nature of the Doctrines of Good 
Use.” By Professor Raphael Dorman O’Leary, of the 
University of Kausas. 


[There are two main attitudes which men take, and perhaps have 
always taken, with reference to linguistic usage. These attitudes we 
may distinguish as that of the legalist and that of the liberal. The 
relation of these two attitudes to each other affords a striking illus- 
tration of the working in social phenomena of what we may call 
the principle of contrariness.—Fifteen minutes.] 


This paper was discust by Professor Julius Goebel. 


SECOND SESSION, TUESDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 29 


This evening session was held at the home of President 
George E. Vincent, of the University of Minnesota, No. 
1005 Fifth Street, S. E. At half-past eight o’clock Presi- 
dent Vincent deliverd a very cordial address of welcome, 
which was folloed by the address of the Chairman of 
the Central Division of the Modern Language Associa- 
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tion of America, Professor Julius Goebel, of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois, on “ The New Problems of American 
Scholarship.” 


These addresses were folloed by a reception given by 
President and Mrs. Vincent to members and guests of the 
Central Division. 


THIRD SESSION, WEDNESDAY FORENOON, DECEMBER 30 


The session began at 9.50 a. m., when the Chairman 
announced the folloing committees: 


(1) To nominate a chairman and executiv committee: 
Professors T. A. Jenkins, D. Ford, E. C. Roedder, J. F. 
Royster, and F. E. Held. 

(2) On place of meeting: Professors C. B. Wilson, G. 
D. Morris, and M. Callaway, Jr. 

(3) On resolutions: Professors A. R. Hohlfeld, J. M. 
Manly, and A. de Salvio. 


Reading and discussion of papers: 


8. “The Finnsburg Tale.” By Professor Frederick 
Klaeber, of the University of Minnesota. 


[Synopsis of the story. The contending parties (Frisians, Danes). 
Possible parallels and genesis of the legend. Relation between the 
two Anglo-Saxon versions. The Fight at Finnsburg.—Twelv min- 
utes.] 


9. “The Attitude of Leopardi toward Romanticism.” 
By Dr. John Van Horne, of the State University of Iowa. 


[An examination of the effect of Leopardi’s classical studies upon 
his esthetic theories shows him to have been a determind enemy of 
the ideals of the Romanticists. The material is found in the Zibal- 
done, and in an essay on Romantic poetry, written by Leopardi and 
publisht only recentlys—Twelv minutes.] 


| 
x 
| 
| i 


PROCEDINGS FoR 1914 XXXV 


Pursuant to a resolution adopted at the first session, 
Professor John M. Manly presented the matter of practi- 
cal support of our modern language journals. A discus- 
sion folloed, in which the folloing members participated: 
Professors Julius Goebel, E. C. Roedder, T. A. Jenkins, 
A. R. Hohlfeld, J. M. Manly, H. Craig, B. Cerf, and 


others. 


On motion of Professor T. A. Jenkins it was voted to 
have the substance of the discussion recorded. It was 
pointed out that the greatly increast pressure for publica- 
tion, in itself a weleome sign of growth and progress, 
should be met by an increase in the subscriptions on the 
part of the members of this Association. A substantial 
increase in income would enable the journals to enlarge 
their annual output. The situation is acute and calls for 
action. Contributors seem to be under special obligation 
to come to the financial support of the journals in which 
they publish. Groups of instructors may organize to take 
a series of journals which, while fresh from the press, may 
be past from hand to hand, each journal remaining finally 
the property of the member most interested. College and 
municipal libraries may be advised to subscribe. Advice 
of this kind is often weleomd. 


The reading and discussion of papers were then re- 


sumed. 


10. “The Comentaryes of Cesar. ... as much as 
concernyth thys Realm of England.” By Professor Henry 
Burrowes Lathrop, of the University of Wisconsin. 

[The first translation into English of a connected portion of 
Cesar’s Gallic War, printed 1530, but attributed to John Tiptoft, 
Earl of Worcester, (d. 1470), and cited as evidence for the language 


of his time, was based on Gaguin’s French translation, is by an un- 
known hand, and cannot be earlier than about 1500.—Fifteen min- 


utes.] 
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This paper was discust by Professor B. Cerf and the 
author. 


? 


11. ‘ French Criticism of Poe.” By Professor George 


D. Morris, of the Indiana University. 


[The wide-spread belief that Poe has been almost unreservedly ad- 
mired in France not justified. A study of the French criticism of 
his tales shows that a considerable number of well-known French men 
of letters have been far from according him unstinted praise, and 
that they have not given him a higher rank than he has been given 
by conservativ critics in America.—Fifteen minutes.] 


This paper was discust by Professor S. H. Bush. 


12. “Literary Relations of the rimur of Harald 
Hringsbane.” By Dr. Gertrude Schoepperle, of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. 


{Into the story of Randver and Swanhild, as told in the Volsunga 
saga, the poet has introduced from the similar Tristan tradition the 
motifs of the substituted bride and the healing at the hands of the 
enemy. His hero and heroin, moreover, escape the tragic fate of 
Randver and Swanhild.—Ten minutes.] 


This paper was discust by Professor J. W. Beach and 
the author. 


13. “The Auxiliary Do—1400 to 1450.” By Pro- 
fessor James Finch Royster, of the University of Texas. 


[Investigation of the date of the rise of the auxiliary do and its 
dialectical distribution in the fifteenth century shows that Lydgate 
has left the first recorded frequent use of the construction. It is 
sparingly found in Chaucer, in Gower, and in the later London lan- 
guage of Hoccleve; and in Northern English as late as Ratis Raving. 
A dialectical inconsistency is presented between the presence in 
Fragment B of the Romaunt of the Rose of (supposedly) Northern 
forms and of numerous cases of the auxiliary do.—Ten minutes.]} 


This paper was discust by Professor J. W. Beach and 
the author. 


| | 
3 i 


PROCEDINGS For 1914 XXXV1i 


14. “Corneille and the Italian Doctrinaires.” By 
Professor Colbert Searles, of the University of Minnesota. 


[The paper discust what may be termd the four or five working 
principles of Corneille. Are they the result of his experience, as he 
would have his readers believe, or did he derive them from the Ital- 
ian doctrinaires whom he cited, and who had alredy, as a matter of 
fact, stated these principles in terms very similar to those used by 
him? Finally, what was the effect of these working principles upon 
his work as a dramatist?—Fifteen minutes.] 


At half-past twelv o’clock on Wednesday the members 
and their friends were entertaind at luncheon by the Uni- 
versity at the Minnesota Union. 

Immediately after the luncheon the ladies were enter- 
taind by an automobile ride. 


FOURTH SESSION, WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 30 


In accordance with the custom of the Central Division 
this session was devoted to three departmental meetings, 
representing the English, Germanic, and Romance lan- 
guages and literatures. Subjects of importance to the 
advancement of instruction constituted the programs of 
the respectiv sections. All three sections met in the rooms 
of the Minnesota Union. 


Chairman—Professor Hardin Craig, of the University 
of Minnesota. 
Secretary—Professor William Savage Johnson, of the 


University of Kansas. 


Professor Will David Howe, of Indiana University, had 
arranged the program of the English Section, but being 
detaind at home by illness in his family, he invited Pro- 
fessor Craig to serv as chairman. 
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Professor James F. A. Pyre, of the University of Wis- 
consin, red a paper entitled “ The Teaching of Literatur: 
in the College.” 


The main purpose of the paper was to combat the tendency tv 
deal with recent and contemporary materials in undergraduate 
courses in English literature. This was shown to be a phase of the 
movement by which so much of literary culture has alredy been 
obliterated from the program of modern education. In view of the 
tendency of our civilization to glorify the actual, it was pointed out, 
the teacher of literature has a special responsibility. It is for him, 
at least, to preserv from violation that world of imagination to 
which literature is our most universal means of introduction. That 
one object of literary interpretation is to establish in the mind of 
the pupil the substantiality of books, their essential liveness, their 
appositness to life, was allowd; but it was urged that when this is 
done at the expense of the virtue by which literature and literary 
history exist as things for the mind, something apart from mere 
actuality, then literary study is robd of its peculiar grace as an 
element of the intellectual life. How a mind nourisht upon actuali- 
ties may lack the capacity to free itself from its immediate experi- 
ences and may ludicrously flounder in its efforts to enter the king- 
dom of the imagination was illustrated by student comments upon 
literary personages. To persuade the student’s attention by sink- 
ing to the level of his interest in what is easy, familiar, and con- 
temporaneous is to forfeit the chief end of literary study at the 
outset. A plea for the “really great classics” was formulated on 
this basis. 


This paper was folloed by an interesting discussion by 
Professors W. F. Bryan, H. Craig, E. N. S. Thompson, 
J. F. Royster, J. W. Beach, J. M. Manly, Dr. Gertrude 
Schoepperle, and others. Not all speakers agreed wit! 
the main thesis of the paper, but many supported Pro- 
fessor Pyre in his attitude toward contemporary literature. 


Professor Frederic Newton Raymond, of the University 
of Kansas, then red a paper on “ The Teaching of Rheto- 
ric.” It was pointed out that the department of rhetoric 
has two sides, (1) machinery for casting a production in 
such a form that it will reach other men, (2) means 
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of a general education. Among other things the paper 
made a plea for a closer codperation between the depart- 
ment of rhetoric and other departments. 


The paper was discust by Professor H. B. Lathrop and 
others. Professor Lathrop stated that the department of 
English in the University of Wisconsin felt that the work 
of initiating the new student into real education rests with 
the course in freshman English. At that institution the 
course is fundamentally based upon exposition, with a 
minimum in narrativ and description. 


GreRMANIC LANGUAGES 


Chairman—Professor A. R. Hohlfeld, of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. 

Secretary—Professor Charles Bundy Wilson, of the 
State University of Iowa. 


Professor Ernst Voss, of the University of Wisconsin, 
had arranged the program of the Germanic Section, but 
on account of illness in his family he was unable to be 
present and Professor Hohlfeld was invited to serv as 
chairman. 

Professor Hohlfeld exprest the hope that fuller reports 
of the departmental sections might appear in the pub- 
lisht Procedings. This idea receivd general approval. 


Professor Charles M. Purin, of the University of Wis- 
consin, then red a paper entitled, “ The Teachers’ Course 
in German with Special Reference to Phonetics.” Pro- 
fessor Purin said in part: 

The chief responsibility for the poor results in our modern foren 
language work rests upon the institutions which are concernd with 


the training of secondary teachers, namely, upon our colleges and 
universities, the normal schools, at least for the present, being a 
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very insignificant factor in this respect. Approximately only in 

10% of our colleges and universities, however, are the requirements 

for a teacher’s certificate in modern foren languages of such scope 

and nature as to warrant a fair degree of proficiency on the part 
of the graduates. 

In order to be aeceptably prepared to teach German in a second- 
ary school, the student, in addition to a two-year course in the high 
school, should devote at least 33 semester hours to the study of Ger- 
man in college. These 33 hours might be distributed as folloes: 

8 hours of advanced reading in modern and classical German 
authors, with grammar work by topics, some composition exer- 
cises, and a careiul training in translation of especially selected 
passages in the text treated: i. e., the work in translation ought 
to be intensiv, not exrtensiv. A goodly portion of the time should 
be made available for oral drill and reproduction in German. 

12 hours in special literary courses, preferably 3 in novel, 3 in 

drama, and 6 in general outline of German literature. 

6 hours in Composition, oral and written, with sufficient emphasis 
on “ freie Aufsiitze.” 

2 hours in Conversation on topics dealing with every-day life and 

German “ Realien.” 

hours in History of the German language. 

3 hours in the course on methods. One-half of the time in this 
course should dea] with the organization of high school courses, 
selection of texts, and discussion of methods of presentation; the 
other half ought to be devoted to a practical training in pho- 
netics. 


In addition to this we should require of all students intending to 
teach German a course in the History of Europe, with special stress 
on the History of Germany, including its geographical features. 

Further, no candidate ought to be granted a license to teach unless 
he has demonstrate] his ability to handle both subject and classes 
in a satisfatory manner. Provision for observation and practis 
work is, therefore, an indispensable prerequisit with every institu- 
tion which attempts to train teachers for secondary schools. 

As to phonetics, the knowledge of this subject is of great impor- 
tance to every feacher of modern foren languages. [ll-pronounced 
French or German creates in the mind of the pupil incorrect sound 
associations which hinder his progress in the oral and written repro- 
duction. Without a thoro drill in pronunciation, the sound percep- 
tions of the pupils are blurd insted of being clarified, and the appre- 
ciation of clear and distinct enunciation is lost forever. 

In order to be of real servis to the teachers, the course in pho- 
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netics in the college ought to be more in the nature of applied 
phonetics. A few simple and inexpensiv pieces of apparatus, such as 
the laryngeal signal, the endoscope, sets of diapositivs and tuning 
forks, an auditory tube, Wilson’s artificial palate, a hand mirror for 
each student, ete., should be used to illustrate a number of the most 
important phonetic phenomena. Particular attention would be paid 
to those phases in German pronunciation and intonation which are 
apt to cause especial difficulties to high school pupils. 

Such a college course in phonetics will be an effectiv aid in solv- 
ing one of the chief problems in modern language teaching, namely, 
that of pronunciation,—by establishing at the very beginning of the 
instruction a correctiv means more reliable than mere description 
or imitation. 


Professor Purin’s paper was discust by Professors M. 
Batt, E. C. Roedder, E. Feise, J. A. Campbell, C. M. 
Lotspeich, J. T. Hatfield, G. P. Jackson, J. Davies, A. R. 
Hohlfeld, C. B. Wilson, and others. 


On motion of Professor C. M. Lotspeich it was 


Resolvd: That it is the sense of this section that all teachers of 
German should have an elementary course in phonetics, either as an 
independent course or in connection with the general teacher’s 
course. 


Professor Edward Henry Lauer, of the State Univer- 
sity of Iowa, then red a paper on “ The Organization of 
Work in Second-Year College German.” 


Professor Lauer pointed out that a great diversity exists in the 
second-year German work in the various institutions. The main 
cause of this diversity is the fact that there is no general idea, 
commonly accepted, of the province and scope of this course. It is 
the critical course in the curriculum, and the demands made on it 
are numerous and varied. To do all that the course should do, 
demands careful organization and conservation of time. It is 
advisable that first-year students be segregated from college sopho- 
mores, and that the absolute conversational method be abandond. 
The course should prepare the student for real advanced work, and 
should, above all things, equip him with a reading knowledge of the 
language. To accomplish this it is advisable to eliminate the 
classics from second-year work. 
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This paper likewise cald out a very animated and in- 
teresting discussion by Professors J. T. Hatfield, A. R. 
Hohlfeld, M. Batt, F. E. Held, F. Briggs, C. M. Purin, 
C. B. Wilson, and others. Professor Batt argued in favor 
of having the classics in the second year and would devote 
one-half of the time of that year to reading and the other 
half to composition. Professor Hatfield divides the sec- 
ond year into four stages and would represent the work 
of the various stages as folloes: (1) Simple but not artis- 
tic prose; (2) some artistic prose; (3) classical drama; 
(4) lyrie poetry. Professor Purin agreed with Professor 
Lauer and considerd his opinions the soundest that he 
had ever herd in a modern language meeting. 


Romance LANGUAGES 


Chairman—Professor Everett Ward Olmsted, of the 
University of Minnesota. 

Secretary—Mr. Edward Hinman Sirich, of the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota. 


Professor Thomas Edward Oliver, of the University of 
Illinois, who had arranged the program of the Romance 
Section, was unable to be present and had invited Pro- 
fessor Olmsted to take his place as chairman. 


A paper entitled “ The Problems and Difficulties of the 
First Year’s Instruction in College French,” which had 
been prepared by Professor Bert Edward Young, of Van- 
derbilt University, was red by Professor Casimir D. 
Zdanowicz, of the University of Wisconsin. 


The paper spoke of the conditions particularly in Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity where there is still a homogeneous body of students, coming 
chiefly from old-line preparatory schools or from schools whose cur- 
riculum is modeld largely after them. These students, for the most 
part, are well traind in the ancient classics. The paper treated at 
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some length the importance of pronunciation and urged emphasiz- 
ing the teaching of the right intonation. A plea was made for a 
grammar in which the verbs are treated erly so that reading may 
be begun within the first few weeks. Most grammars feed out words 
to the student faster than he can incorporate them into his vocabu- 
lary. AS supplementary to the French club, it was urged that stu- 
dents be organized in smaller groups, as in the case of the English 
clubs in vogue in the lycées in France. 


Representing Professor Hugh Allison Smith, of the 
University of Wisconsin, Professor Barry Cerf of that 
institution spoke on some of the difficulties in first-year 
instruction. Most of his remarks were based on facts as 
they are in Wisconsin. The real problem there is how to 
preserv uniformity in a number of sections in beginning 
French without interfering with the individuality of the 
various instructors. Another problem was how to make 
a one-year course complete in itself for those who take no 
more French as well as to make it a preparatory course 
for those who plan to continue the study. 


Both these papers were discust by Professors T. A. 
Jenkins, D. H. Carnahan, G. D. Morris, S. H. Bush, Dr. 
A. Coleman, and others. Professor Jenkins made a spe- 
cia! plea for some periodical in which papers on modern 
language pedagogy could be publisht. He spoke also of 
the advantage which would accrue if there could be estab- 
lisht a chair to have as its object the presentation scien- 
tifieally of all such problems in the pedagogy of the mod- 
ern languages. Professors Carnahan and Morris and Dr. 
Coleman spoke of the advantage of having special “ honor 
classes ” for students of unusual ability. 


™=s 

Professor Olmsted red a paper by Professor Oliver on 
“Some Suggestions Regarding the Future Work of the 
Romance Section.” The paper sketcht the history of the 


sectional meetings, urged a more definit sequence of work 
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and discussion that might lead to results of greater value, 
and exprest the hope that these results might prove of 
sufficient worth to merit publication. It was also sug- 
gested that a committee be appointed to consider subjects 
for the program ot the Romance Section and that the com- 
mittee be askt to prepare a plan of campain for the trien- 
nium succeeding the union meeting of 1915. This sug 
gestion was approved and the folloing committee was 
appointed: Professors T. E. Oliver, Colbert Searles, and 
Dr. A. Coleman. 


On Wednesday evening the ladies were entertaind ai 
dinner at her home by Miss Margaret Sweeney, Dean of 
Women in the University of Minnesota. 

The gentlemen were entertaind at the Athletic Club. 
One of the interesting features of the entertainment was 
a chalk talk by Mr. Charles L. Bartholomew, of the 
Minneapolis Journal, otherwise known as “ Bart.” 


FIFTH SESSION, THURSDAY FORENOON, DECEMBER 31 


Reports of committees were the first order. 


On behalf of the committee appointed to nominate a 
chairman and an executiv committee, Professor T. A. 
Jenkins presented the folloing nominations and suggested 
that in view of the fact that there would be a union meet- 
ing in 1915 these persons be elected for two years: 


For Chairman: 
Professor William H. Hulme, of Western Reserve 


University. 
For Executiv Committee: 
Professor Colbert Searles, of the University of 
Minnesota. 
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Professor George O. Curme, of Northwestern 
University. 
Professor John L. Lowes, of Washington Uni- 
versity. 
These persons were thereupon elected to serv for the 
years 1915 and 1916. 


On behalf of the committee on place of meeting, the 
Secretary, Professor Charles Bundy Wilson, reported that 
the committee recommended that the choice of a place for 
the union meeting in 1915 be referd to the Executiv 
Council, as that body is representativ of the whole Asso- 


ciation. 


This report was adopted and the matter was so referd. 


For the committee on resolutions, Professor A. R. Hohl- 
feld presented the folloing resolution : 


We, the members of the Central Division of the Modern Language 
Association of America in attendance at the twentieth annual meet- 
ing in the city of Minneapolis, hereby voice our appreciation of the 
kind and generous hospitality with which we have been receivd, and 
express our cordial thanks to the University of Minnesota, to its 
Board of Regents, to President and Mrs. Vincent, to Miss Margaret 
Sweeney, to the Minnesota Union, to the Minneapolis Athletic Club, 
to the members and associates of the Local Committee, and to the 
many others who have contributed to the plesurableness of our 


gathering. 
This resolution was adopted, and copies were sent to 
the persons directly concernd. 


On behalf of Professor W. G. Howard, Secretary of 
the Association, the Secretary of the Central Division 
presented, for information, a table of the results of the 
recent balloting ou the subject of simplified spelling. (See 
Publications, xx1x, 1, pp. xvi, xlvi). The figures were 
found very interesting. 
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The chairman of the committee on the “ Question of 
the Training of Teachers of Modern Foren Languages,” 
Professor A. R. Hohlfeld, presented a report of progress. 


For honorary membership in the Association the Execu- 
tiv Council nominated Willy Bang, Professor at Louvain, 
Ferdinand Brunot and Alfred Jeanroy, Professors at 
Paris. 


These nominations were approved. 


The reading and discussion of the folloing paper were 
then taken up: 


15. “The Evolution of the Phonetic Alphabet in 
English.” By Professor Frank Gaylord Hubbard, of the 
University of Wisconsin. 

[An examination of the chief systems of phonetic spelling in Eng- 
lish from the middle of the sixteenth century to the present, for 
the purpose of ascertaining what the general tendencies have been, 
what signs have been most commonly used, what signs appear to 
have been tried and rejected, what signs, in the course of time, 
have become establisht in use.—Fifteen minutes.] 


This paper was discust by Professors H. B. Lathrop, 
J. M. Manly, the author, Dr. G. N. Northrop, and ex- 
President W. W. Folwell, of the University of Minne- 
sota. 


COLLOQUIUM 


In accordance with a resolution adopted at the meeting 
of 1913 (see Procedings, p. xlviii), the rest of this session 
was devoted to a colloguium. Professor John M. Manly, 
of the University of Chicago, presented the subject “ The 
Significance of Medieval Latin Studies to Students of the 
Modern Languages.” He set forth in a clear way the 
vital importance of this neglected subject. Professor 
Manly’s address aroused much enthusiasm, and a profit- 
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able discussion folloed which was led by Professor Lucy 
M. Gay, of the University of Wisconsin. Others who took 
part in the discussion were Professors E. W. Olmsted, T. 
A. Jenkins, H. B. Lathrop, A. R. Benham, H. Craig, and 
Julius Goebel. It was shown how the influence of the 
Latin culture of the middle ages had been underestimated 
and that recognition is sure to come. It was also pointed 
out that in certain institutions the departments of Latin 
are unsympathetic toward medieval Latin. On request, 
Professor J. B. Pike, of the Latin department in the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, told of the position of medieval 
Latin in that institution. He stated that they maintaind 
four courses in late Latin, but that the classes were 
usually very small, and he believd that the modern lan- 
guage teacher should be better qualified than the Latin 
teacher to give courses in medieval Latin. 

In conclusion an expression of thanks was extended to 
Professor Manly for his part in the colloquium. 


The members and their friends were entertaind at 
luncheon by the University at half-past twelv o’clock on 
Thursday at the Minnesota Union. 


SIXTH SESSION, THURSDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 31 
The meeting was cald to order at 2 p. m. 


Professor F. G. Hubbard red a report of progress from 
Professor W. G. Hale, chairman of the Joint Committee 
on Grammatical Nomenclature, suggesting that the com- 
mittee be continued both for the final work on its report 
and to answer the many further inquiries that will come 
in. It was thereupon moved and carried that our repre- 
sentation upon this committee be continued. 
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Reading and discussion of papers: 


16. “Studies in the Syntax of the Lindtsfarne Gos- 
pels.” By Professor Morgan Callaway, Jr., of the Uni- 
versity of Texas. 


[An instalment of the author’s Studies in the Syntag of the Lin- 
disfarne Gospels which was restricted to an investigation of the 
participle and of the infinitiv, with the object of determining whether 
the syntax of these verbals in the Northumbrian dialects differs 
essentially from that in the West-Saxon dialect as set forth in his 
three monographs dealing with these parts in the latter dialect.— 
Fifteen minutes.] 


This paper was discust by Professors F. Klaeber and 
Julius Goebel. 


> 


17. ‘“Goethe’s Early Conceptions of Women.” By 
Professor Ernst Feise, of the University of Wisconsin. 


[During his Leipsic and Frankfort periods Goethe’s interest in 
women centers around the young gil. While he displays the con- 
ventional prejudices of rationalism and materialism, Die Laune des 
Verliebten marks an approach toward the ideas of the “ storm and 
stress.” The influence of his sickness and convalescence, deepening 
his character, prepares him for the more unprejudiced attitude and 
the later incisiv experiences.—Ten-minute summary.] 


This paper was discust by Professor A. R. Hohlfeld. 


18. “ Thomas Warton and Eighteenth Century Inter- 
est in Medieval Romances.” By Dr. Ronald Salmon 
Crane, of the Northwestern University. 


[A study of Warton’s rdle in the revival of interest in medieval 
fiction which took place in England during the second half of the 
eighteenth century, with some account of the influences which acted 
upon him and of the results of his work.—Fifteen minutes.] 


19. “‘ The Physiological Principles Underlying Sound- 
Changes in German.” By Professor Claude M. Lotspeich, 
of the University of Cincinnati. 
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[The physiological processes underlying the more important sound- 
changes in German were analyzed with a view to pointing out their 
value in the historical study of language—Ten minutes.] 


This paper was discust by Professors F. Klaeber and 
E. Feise. 

20. ‘Samson Agonistes as a Classieal Drama.” By 
Professor James Walter Rankin, of the University of 


Missouri. 

[Samson Agonistes approaches the Greek drama chiefly in restraint 
and lucidity of style. In spirit it is no more Greek than Paradise 
Lost is Greek. As for structure, the theme, which is the omnipo- 
tence of God and the inevitableness of his decrees, is not sufficiently 
in evidence to entitle the drama to be cald classic from the point 
of view of the unities—Fifteen minutes.] 


21. “The Poema Biblicum of Onulphus.” By Pro- 
fessor Karl Young, of the University of Wisconsin. Red 
by Professor Henry Burrowes Lathrop. 


{A Vienna manuscript of the fourteenth century contains a cycle 
of eight short dramatic pieces writen by a certain Onulphus. Only 
one of these dialogues has been publisht. The paper discust the 
content and authorship of the cycle—Ten-minute summary.] 


This paper was discust by Professor H. Craig. 


22. “The Puys.” By Professor Charles Berry New- 
comer, of Chicago, Il. 


[The puys were pious literary societies in northern France from 
the thirteenth to the eighteenth century. They gave prizes for cer- 
tain poetical compositions, especially ballads. Hence their interest. 
The best known puy was that of the Immaculate Conception at 
Rouen, which lived three centuries.—Ten-minute summary.] 


The Central Division adjurnd at 4.15 p. m. 
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PAPERS PRESENTED BY TITLE ONLY BEFORE THE CENTRAL 
DIVISION 


23. ‘Dramatic Technique in Lessing’s Comedies.” By Professor 
James Andrew Campbell, of Knox College. 


[In Der junge Gelehrte and in Minna von Barnhelm are a number 
of characters and situations which bear striking resemblances, An 
analysis of how Lessing develops these characters and situations 
throws light on the changes in his dramatic tastes and technique 
between 1748 and 1767. A study of the dialogue also shows that 
certain devices were developt which help to knit the thought and 
the speeches more closely together.] 


24. “Some London Booksellers of the Early Eighteenth Cen- 
tury.” By Professor John Mantel Clapp, of the Lake Forest Col- 
lege. 

{There is no good list extant of English publishers or booksellers 
of the eighteenth century. In this paper are offerd notes for sucl 
a list gatherd in the preparation of English eighteenth-century 
fiction, viz: names of London book-dealers of 1700-1725, lists of books 
issued by them, and suggestions as to their trade relations, in 
syndicates, etc.] 


25. “The Influence of the Bible on Wordsworth and Coleridge.” 
By Professor Solomon Francis Gingerich, of the University of 
Michigan. 


[Wordsworth and Coleridge attempted to restore to English liter- 
ature the freedom and the largeness that characterized it before 
Dryden, and in particular to bring back to it its Puritan religious 
spirit. To this end the Bible itself was an extremely important 
influence. The purpose of this paper is to indicate their indeted- 
ness to the Bible.] 


26. “Some Spanish-American Poets.” By Professor Elijah 
Clarence Hills, of Colorado College. 


[Six poets have been chosen as representativ of the best that 
Spanish America has given to literature: Sor Juana Inés de la 
Cruz, of Mexico; Don Andrés Bello, of Venezuela and Chile; Don 
José Joaquin de Olmedo, of Ecuador; Don José Marfa Heredia, of 
Cuba; Don Olegario Victor Andrade, of Argentina; and Don Rubén 
Darfo, of Nicaragua.] 
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27, “The Development of Ideas in the Poésies and Journal of 
Alfred de Vigny.” By Mr. Merton Jerome Hubert, of the Univer- 
sity of Cincinnati. 

(An attempt to trace the development of Vigny’s political, philo- 
sophical, and religious ideas from youth to maturity, shoing the 
change from Byronie melancholy to logical pessimism, and finally 
to an idealistic optimism. ] 


28. “The Prophets of Christ in the Drama of Western Europe.” 
By Miss Adeline Miriam Jenney, of the University of Wisconsin. 


[A study of the Greek and Latin sermon sources, the matin lectio, 
the Latin Processus Prophetarum, and the subsequent development of 
the form in the religious drama of England, France, the Lowlands, 
Germany, Italy, and Spain.] 


29. “Wolfram von Eschenbach as a Religious Reformer.” By 
Professor Francis Waldemar Kracher, of the State University of 
Towa. 

[Parzival the greatest evangelical sermon of the pre-reformation 
period. Theological- teachings of Luther anticipated: Opposition 
to pope and church on Bible principles; attempt to purify the church 
from within; the church of the time no harbor for a striving soul; 
no middle ground between eternal punishment and salvation; fall 
and redemption of man; cause and effect of sin; power of God’s 
grace; man’s seeking and finding peace; world-brotherhood of all 
men; justification by faith.] 


30. “Place Names in the Canterbury Tales.” By Dr. Ernest 
Peter Kuhl, of Dartmouth College. 

{An investigation of the place names in the Canterbury Tales 
reveals some interesting facts. Two stand out prominently, allusions 
to the political affairs of the time, and aid in establishing the 
chronology of some of the tales.] 


31. “Chaucer and Aldgate.” By Dr. Ernest Peter Kuhl, of 
Dartmouth College. 

{Chaucer’s loss of the “mansion” over Aldgate in 1386 was 
probably due to the political conditions of the time. Other city 
gates were likewise witnessing new occupants, those who were par- 
tisans of the King. Significant in shoing Chaucer’s relation to the 
King.] 


32. “Emerson as a Romantic.” By Professor Louise Pound, of 
the University of Nebraska. 
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[Emerson’s idea of the poet and the poetic gift. Emerson the 
chief American professor of the typical romantic conception of the 
poet and his inspiration; his aloofness and solitude, his devotion to 
his own ideals, his superiority to others. Emerson’s belief in seif- 
contemplation; the note of self-sufficiency and of the anti-social! 
qualifying his democracy. Relation of other of his teachings to 
those of the romanticists folloing Rousseau.) 


[Publisht in The Mid-West Quarterly for January 1915.] 


33. “ Observations on the Evolution of Rime Suggested by Bede's 
De Arte Metrica.” By Professor James Walter Rankin, of the 
University of Missouri, 


[It is not sufficient to say that rime was introduced into English 
verse as a result of the influence of Latin hymns and French lyrics. 
Before the hymns could exert any influence, there was rime in 
ancient popular vernacular verse in charms, gnomes, and proverbs. 
In Latin there is much rime antedating Christianity, and the rimed 
French forms probably go back thru the vulgares cantilenae to bar- 
bara et antiquissima carmina.] 


34. “The Rear Stage of Shakespeare’s Theater.” By Professor 
George Fullmer Reynolds, of the University of Montana. 


[The paper discusses the uses of the rear stage which can be es- 


tablisht from the plays, and especially the principle of recurring 
properties which seems to have determind the staging of many of 
the plays. This principle is illustrated, and the apparant exceptions 
to it are discust.] 


35. “The Materials Considered Suitable for Literature by Eng- 
lish Crities of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries.” By Pro- 
fessor James Routh, of Tulane University. 


[Chapter in the history of criticism. Study of what themes, and 
what detaild materials were considerd by critics admissible jin liter- 
ature. Most notable were views on conventional, novel and learned 
matter in art; the function of the ugly or repulsiv, including deth 
on or off the stage; the supernatural; truth in art; probability; 
popular prejudices; satirical themes.] 


36. “Schiller’s Anthologie auf das Jahr 1782.” By Professor 
Bert John Vos, of the Indiana University. 


[The paper is an attempt to determin, more particularly thru an 
examination of the style, the authorship of some of the groups of 
poems of the Anthologie. The poems signd “P” (Nos. 16, 29, 35, 
82) are, contrary to the conclusions of Leitzmann, Euphorion xv, 
p- 219, claimed for Schiller.] 
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37. “The Evolution of the French Novel Prior to the Astrée.” 
By Professor Jacob Warsha¥, of the University of Missouri. 


[A few scholars have recognized that the boundaries of the French 
novel must be moved far back of the Astrée (cf. Wilmette and 
Wurzbach). This study seeks to sho the evolution of the novel out 
of the chansons de gestes, its separation into definit species, its 
mutations, its assimilation of new view-points, and the stedy ad- 
dition of new principles of technique. ] 


38. “Clipped-Words; a Study of Back-Formations and Curtail- 
ments in Present-Day English.” By Miss Elisabeth Wittmann, of 
the University of Nebraska. 


[Linguistic importance of clipt words. Contributions to the 
standard language. Definition of terms and delimitations of treat- 
ment. Causes underlying word-curtailment. Classes of clipt words 
and their relativ popularity. Survey and analysis of contemporary 
clipt forms; present-day vogue of word-mutilation.] 


[Publisht in Dialect Notes, Vol. Iv, part 1.] 


39. “The Mise en Scéne of the French Theatre at the Beginning 
of the Classic Period.” By Professor Casimir Zdanowicz, of the 
University of Wisconsin. 

[The stage-setting of this period is not as fully understood as is 
sometimes assumed. Some questions to be considerd. Influence of 
the mise en scéne upon the dramatists with especial reference to the 
unity of place.] 
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THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 


Deriverp on Turspay, DecemBer 29, 1914, at New 
York, N. Y., ar THe Tuirty-seconp ANNUAL 
Meeting or THE Mopern LaneuaGe 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
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THE AMERICAN PROFESSOR 


In the quiet of lovely Venice, some eight months ago, 
in the calm of a sabbatical year, with the task that I had 
come to Europe to complete, now fulfilled, and a world 
within and without at peace, I thought of the future and 
especially of this evening when I should have my turn to 
speak to you, my friends and colleagues in the teaching 
of our modern tongues, my turn to greet you and extend to 
you all the hand of cordial weleome. I had been in Eng- 
land for months; England, dear to me on many accounts, 
as the home of the language that we of America speak, the 
source out of which has come a great world literature, stil! 
potent, still vital, the abiding place—when all has been 
said in detraction and misunderstanding—of justice, of 
freedom, of ideals, and of hope for the future. I had 
been, too, in Germany, staunch, proud, orderly and com- 
petent Germany, as the guest of an honorable association 
of scholars, in their celebration of the fiftieth anniversary 
of the founding of the German Shakespeare Society. And 
there I had the honor to convey to that society the greet- 
ings and congratulations of our Modern Language Asso- 
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ciation of America. At Weimar were gathered on that 
occasion the very flower of German culture and learning, 
the more especially in these our modern languages, men 
whose names we all know, whose scholarship we all admire, 
kindly, gentle, hospitable men, intent to honor the memory 
of the one world poet who stands pre-eminent above nati- 
onal prejudice and parochial disparagement. And it 
seemed to me that there was an obvious theme before me, 
the solidarity of our modern scholarship, the union, har- 
mony, the essential agreement as to the larger issues and 
purposes of learning which had come to pervade the schol- 
arly world; its unity in the gradual advance towards a 
better comprehension, not only of the multitudinous sub- 
jects of scholarly investigation, but in a clearer under- 
standing of the various methods by which that approach 
was being conducted, a closer bond, begotten of mutual 
sympathy, respect, and support. From these dreams, 
bred of Italian sunshine, respite from labor, and personal 
content, I have had, like the rest of the world, my rude 
awakening. Shattered in thin air are my castles, like 
those of many another dreamer, and we awake to a deso- 
lated world, a prey to primitive passions, in brute struggle 
for the right to live, with civilization a mockery and a 
delusion, and culture and the fine arts buffeted back a hun- 
dred years. There come to me times when I wonder with 
Mr. Shaw, whether a misinvoked and blasphemed God may 
not repent him of the misused reason with which he has en- 
dowed the human race and, revoking that precious gift, 
bestow it on some humbler and kindlier animal of his 
creation. 

But despairing themes such as these are not for us, for 
that way lies madness. There need be here no charges, 
no defiances nor recriminations. Our books need be nei- 
ther white books nor grey books nor yellow books. And 
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God forbid that we shall ever exchange our scholars’ gowns 
for invisible grey or earth-colored khaki. By our own 
hearth, so to say, brothers all, let us forget, for the nonce, 
the tempest that is raging without, and chat contented|y 
of that most pleasant of topics, ourselves, teachers, se|io)|- 
ars, investigators, be we what we may, each after his kind 
and each in his individual function. If I shall seem in 
any wise admonitory to the young among you and compact 
of wise saws and modern instances, remember, I beg of 
you, how long it is since I was of your years. If, on the 
contrary, I shall seem newfangled and unorthodox to my 
elders and betters, nothing could more flatter me than thie 
ascription of such opinions to the long continuance of my 
youth. 

A patronizing foreigner once acknowledged to me that 
American scholarship was far from discreditable. This 
was after dinner, and my foreign friend was in a benig- 
nant mood. Appreciating the sublimity of his condescen- 
sion, I trust that I seemed, even to him, becomingly grate- 
ful. As a matter of fact, American scholarship is really 
amazingly creditable, when we recognize the conditions 
under which it flourishes. The American professor is 
practically the American man of science, as he is still, to 
a large degree, the American man of letters. He is paid 
primarily to teach and he is expected to teach more hours 
for his pay than his colleagues either in England, France, 
or Germany. If he continues to keep up with his subject 
and add his quota to its progress, so much the more credit 
to him; for even yet, in some of our less enlightened col- 
leges, such activities are looked upon askance, as consum- 
ing time better spent in the class-room, as impairing the 
indefinable thing called “ efficiency,” and as productive of 
a spirit of discontent. I once inquired of a professor at 
Cambridge, England, the claim of the university on his 
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time, and he told me “ about twenty lectures a year.” Few 

American professors of equal standing give less than three 
times that number a month; and what shall we say of the 
many that labor in the class-room four or five hours a day, 
taking home the burden of preparation and incessant paper 
work, not to mention the claims of faculty attendance, 
committee work, student advice, and what not. We may 
grant that the very drive of our American professor’s 
life makes for intellectual activity and acts as a spur and 
exhilaration. Yet can we look for anything but disparity 
in the quality of scholarly work, carried on under condi- 
tions so diverse? Impetus, project, ideals, expectation, 
all are abundantly ours; elaboration, completeness in de- 
tail and thoroughness of treatment,—these things we may 
confess here among ourselves, that we reach,in our schol- 
arly work less habitually than might be desired. It can 
not but be a matter of regret that almost the last thing 
that scholarship in America possesses is that quality of 
leisure that inheres in the original significance of the word. 
Scholarly leisure permits not only toiling upon a subject, 
but that quiet preliminary pondering in which are embed- 
ded the roots of thoroughness. Leisure allows a natural 
period of incubation, without artificial heat or the pressure 
of haste. It is that which gives to work the quality that 
distinguishes, in scholarship as elsewhere, growth from 
manufacture, that marks the difference which divides the 
disinterestedness of the seeker after knowledge from the 
opportunism of the writer of many books for much imme- 
diate recognition. 

The effort, haste, and strenuous endeavor of American 
scholarship is doubtless no more than the logical manifes- 
tation of a new temperament, begotten of new climatic 
and social conditions, and one which time may modify 
and readjust. A similar contrast with English condi- 
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tions is notorious in our manner of transacting busines: 
(of which it is unnecessary here to speak) and in our 
mode of education. The young English student is su)- 
mitted for a period of years to the leisurely influences of 
culture at Oxford, often deferring his actual study to the 
long vacations, when the social and athletic activities of 
college life fall off sufficiently to permit a steady grind 
with a tutor. We insist on educating our boys all the 
time; and, even in the seasons of football and of base- 
ball, we cruelly demand attendance on recitations, man- 
ning our courses so as to keep all busy (or seemingly busy) 
and visiting derelictions from the straight and narroy 
path with academic pains and penalties. We do every- 
thing in our American universities for the intellectia| 
feeding of our young men and women save allowing them 
time for digestion. No wonder it takes some people until 
middle life to recover from the effects of a college educa- 
tion, and that some never recover at all. 

Returning to the American professor, which of you docs 
not know that overworked man? Busy with his lectures, 
his students, his committees, his preparations for experi- 
ment, and his workshop, whatever it may be, all and every 
day; stealing hours from the night, from recreation, from 
vacation, when his driven mind demands some relaxation, 
from holidays, to carry on his search for some philoso- 
pher’s stone. He has passed the time in life when thie ac- 
clamation of success can mean much to him, for his best 
hours have ever been given to others, but his search is al- 
ways on, for the love of learning is strong within him, and 
he knows, as few men know, that the true reward of all 
human endeavor is in the activity, not in the achievement. 
Such a man is the true investigator, and all honor to him 
whether he attain discovery or not; for he is in the path 
of rectitude, as Carlyle might have put it, be out of it 
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who may. Very different is the type, unhappily not un- 
known among us, whose food is adulation and the loud 
applause of men. Take the case of John Payne Collier, 
the notable English Shakespeare scholar, and forger, alas. 
Starting in an honorable career and enjoying good fortune 
in his earlier researches, Collier developed an avidity for 
praise disproportionate to the possibilities of his subject. 
The time was one in which many fields still stood un- 
reaped; these Collier industriously gathered in. Where 
others had left him only sweepings, he discredited their 
efforts, to demand for his gleanings the credit of a full 
harvest. Such a man must make at least one startling 
diseovery a year, and each “ discovery ” must rise in splen- 
did climax over what has gone before. When he has once 
broached a theory, he must prove victorious over all whose 
temerity has dared to impeach it; and if stubborn records 
deny, they must be wrought to conformity and support. 
If such a man is really a genius, as Collier was (almost), 
he may amaze the ignorant again and again, though he 
make the judicious grieve. If he is less than a genius, it 
becomes difficult for him to preserve his integrity, and he 
sacrifices before long his honor as a scholar to his vanity 
as a man. 

Here, in America, despite some approximation to an 
understanding, it may not be too great an exaggeration to 
affirm that we are only beginning to know the investigator 
in pure science or in historical research. We recognize the 
value of industrial experimentation, and large salaries 
properly reward the chemist, the engineer, or bacteriologist 
who labors in the interests of trade. We understand, too, 
the need of experimentation in peace to maintain effective- 
ness in war, and we grudge very little—nor dare we now 
begrudge at all—the continuance of experiments with pro- 
jectiles that cost the nation the yearly maintenance of five 
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universities. Experiment in science looking towards the 
amelioration of health is a nobler species of research, 
justly recognized among us and highly and generously 
subsidized ; whilst occasionally, as in more than one splen- 
did foundation, known to us all, other subjects—even at 
times, though not too frequently, literary ones—claim a 
place, not a little begrudged. None the less, to mention 
only two examples among those who have gone before, the 
admirable researches into the history of the Middle Ages 
by the eminent historian, Henry C. Lea, were provided 
for out of his own purse, happily a heavy one, and the 
monumental New Vartorum Edition of Shakespeare was 
undertaken by the late Dr. Horace Howard Furness, canny 
booksellers refusing, at the pecuniary risk of the editor. 
The man among our contemporary American scholars in 
English who will be remembered when the rest of us are 
forgotten—remembered for his additions to the materials 
concerning the life of Shakespeare and his contemporaries 
in their traffic with the stage—is expending his own slen- 
der capital in a devoted search, now protracted over 
period of many years, and not an Association, an Institute. 
nor a University (save his own in far away Nebraska), 
will raise a finger to help him. In contrast to all this, it is 
never very difficult to find the money to fit out an expe- 
dition to ascend a new mountain or recover a lost river, 
to gather loot for the illustration of the Kultur of some 
barbarous race, or to dig up something or other, provided 
it be sufficiently outlandish and remote. 

Indeed, when all has been said in praise and recogni- 
tion of the fostering hand which some of our captains of 
industry are extending to the subalterns of science, it can 
scarcely be denied that American encouragement of scien- 
tific investigation remains even now to a large degree 
erratic and based more on the virtuoso’s love of the curious 
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and the far-fetched than on any genuine apprehension of 
the needs and true significance of scientific inquiry. 
Moreover, as always in a plutocracy such as ours, we have 
as yet somewhat rudimentary conceptions of the relations 
of the investigator to those who encourage him. The fos- 
tering of science by the condescensions of fashion is a 
thing not unknown in the purlieus of our intellectual life. 
It was prevalent in England about the time of the Restora- 
tion of King Charles; and in France it died out before the 
Revolution. To see a man, whom two hemispheres have 
united to honor, explaining the rudiments of paleontology 
to a bevy of Chicago fair matrons, no one of whom has 
ever possessed, much less forgotten, knowledge enough to 
have entered the humblest college, is a sight for the genius 
of comedy. But the eminent scholar received his subsidy 
and the ladies were amused at his queer manners and his 
foreign tongue. Seriously, the mere man of money who 
supports genuine scientific inquiry or fosters the arts, no 
matter what his benefactions, embraces a really priceless 
opportunity. From one of the horde who “ add to golden 
numbers golden numbers,”—if I dare so misapply the ly- 
rist’s words—he becomes the abettor of one of the noblest 
activities of the race and comes to share, by reflection at 
least, in its intellectual victories. Among the rich men of 
ancient Rome, Atticus is less remembered than Maecenas. 
Yet Atticus was by far the richer man. It was Maecenas, 
not Atticus, that befriended poetry in the person of Hor- 
ace, and Maecenas lives in the memory of those who revere 
genius. In this day of imperious money-getting—if that 
is our end-all and strive-all—it is well to admonish the 
young: “ Be, if you must, a millionaire; but don’t be an 
indistinguishable millionaire.” 

But let not my words be misunderstood. With the many 
noble foundations and magnificent charities, educational 
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and other, for which our country is justly famous, in mind, 
it would ill become any lover of learning to cast a stone at 
those whose munificence renders these activities possible. 
The man of wealth and position who makes these the fu- 
crum with which to wield the active lever of administra- 
tion, thus giving himself as well as his wealth, has achieved 
all that the true patron of learning can achieve; and more 
besides. In his disinterested love of his fellow-man, his 
labors and his sacrifices, he stands alike above the man who 
has merely given, and beyond him whose humbler mission 
it is to garner wisps in the fully mown fields of knowledge. 

The true honors of the investigator are not such as 
wealth or fashion can bestow. Often his work can be 
justly appraised only by his peers, and his tardy reward 
consists in a recognition that he has brought some one 
stubborn block of knowledge, hewn and fashioned by his 
cunning hand, to its place in the structure of the temple 
of wisdom. This may not seem encouraging to some 
among us who are beginning their careers as scholars, full 
of ambition for immediate returns, and eager to discount 
the face value of promise into a cash payment for achieve- 
ment. But if the true spirit of the investigator be in a 
man, neither time nor the praises of men will concern him 
in his quest, and he will find in his work itself a sufficient 
joy and recompense. 

The true investigator in science (like the genuine artist ) 
is the most valuable asset in a civilized nation, to be cher- 
ished and encouraged in the highest degree. For not only 
do such men add to the sum total of the world’s knowl- 
edge, but they bring renown to the country in which they 
live, and make, according to the degree of their genius and 
success, for the uplifting of mankind. To let such a man 
waste valuable hours over the petty means of subsistence 
is wasteful beyond description. Something might be said, 
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in these days of the cry for conservation of our physical 
resources, for the conservation to nobler purposes of the 
brains and talents of the nation. A forest will grow some- 
how, haphazard, if you let it sutticiently alone and do not 
burn it. So, too, human ambition, the exigencies of the 
moment, sheer accident, contrive in the struggle of life 
to keep our intellectual slopes, so to speak, fairly well 
wooded. But there is much inferior second growth flaunt- 
ing its insufficiency saucily in the sun, and when some old 
giant of the forest falls under the axe of time we cannot 
but deplore our want of thought for the future. 

And now as to the professor as teacher. Most people 
believe that any body can teach. Teaching is an excellent 
makeshift for youths who are working forward to medi- 
cine, law, or the pulpit, or to a fortunate business open- 
ing. Teaching is a becoming and altogether proper voca- 
tion for young women awaiting the delightful possibilities 
of matrimony. It has been cited as a reproach to our 
American education that it is, to a large degree, feminized. 
(I refuse parenthetically to say whether I regard this as 
a reproach or not.) And a man of middle life who con- 
tinues to teach is looked on—often with justice—as one 
who in all likelihood could scarcely earn a subsistence in 
any other way. 

I remember, some years ago, meeting a keen and clever 
lawyer at dinner. We had crossed swords on several sub- 
jeets and, somewhat exhilarated in the process, he said 
to me: “ You seem to me, Sir, to be a man of perhaps as 
much as average common sense.” I naturally thanked 
him for his blunt compliment, and he continued: “ Why 
don’t you leave that dusty University of yours over the 
river and come down into the city, back to the profession 
of the law to which you were bred, and live like a man? 
I note that you do not disdain the good things of life nor 
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yet the sparkle of its champagne. These are to be had by 
a man of intelligence in the world; you’ll never get them 
in the cloister.” Nor could I convince him that my fine 
notions about the things of the mind, about service to 
others, about the inward satisfaction of scholarly activity 
were not, all of them, perilously near cant. 

There are many reasons for this disrepute of the 
teacher. The life of a mere teacher is narrow and con- 
fining. He is apt to magnify his office and, with it, his 
importance, from his daily habit of converse with those 
who are younger than himself and less specifically trained. 
Moreover, there is little to attract the able or ambitious 
in mere teaching, either in the position and social recog- 
nition which this profession is accorded or in the money 
return which in our country remains, despite some better- 
ment in some quarters, still generally inadequate. In an 
article of a few years since, the average American male 
college teacher is rated as a wage-earner with puddlers and 
Pullman car conductors. How impalpably we may have 
risen above that standard since that time, I do not know; 
although we are informed that as late as 1908, “ one-third 
of our degree-giving institutions were paying their full 
professors an average salary of less than a thousand dol- 
lars per annum.” And the professor’s plight is really 
worse than this might seem to indicate; for there are de- 
mands on his purse which these excellent people of iron 
and motion do not know; for the professor’s very education 
and status in life demand a higher, and hence a costlier, 
mode of living. An acquaintance of mine, professor in 
one of our larger Eastern colleges, kept a list of the “ le- 
gitimate demands” upon his purse that grew directly out 
of his position. To say not one word of books, scientific 
periodicals, and like tools of the trade, there were clubs, 
national and international, collegiate and intercollegiate, 
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their meetings, and attendance on them, with traveling 
expenses and maintenance. To be out of these things was 
to argue yourself unknown. There were student activi- 
ties, athletic, dramatic, musical, class organizations, fra- 
ternities and what not. To be out of them all was to make 
yourself unpopular to the degree of impairing your useful- 
ness. There were charities, the hospital, the museum, the 
college settlement, the students’ religious gatherings, an 
occasional student to help, an occasional colleague or old 
friend to “ accommodate.” What had such a man for his 
own church, or his club, or his political party? For a 
charity undirected, or for the frank and indiscreet gift of 
a dollar on the street? My friend calculated that the 
“legitimate demands” upon his slender purse by reason 
of his position in the University of Weissnichtwo con- 
stituted nearly forty per cent. of his salary. “To honor 
them all was to beggar his family. How he solved the 
matter, if he solved it at all, nearly anyone of you present 
can tell. 

I do not deny that much has been done to ameliorate 
former conditions, especially in the retiring pensions 
which the munificence of Mr. Carnegie has made possible ; 
but there still remains something to be done by the colleges 
themselves in the restraint not only of superfluous build- 
ings and dictated endowments but in what is often worse, 
the restraint of supernumerary courses, too often added to 
the curriculum and to the budget as well, as a stock of new 
ribbons is added, because the competing tradesman keeps 
the new kind. I should like to see the American college 
professor so placed that he might not be compelled, as so 
frequently now, to dissipate the singleness of his aim in 
life by the necessity of common outside drudgery to re- 
lieve common inward wants; just as I should like to have 
the dignity and the importance of his position recognized 
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in other ways, for his sake not alone but for the sake of 
our colleges and universities, their dignity and usefulness. 
Whether Professor X or Professor Y receive a larger or a 
smaller salary is a matter wholly unimportant to anyone 
save the gentlemen in question and their families. Tha: 
a large body of competent and intellectual men should be 
compelled to practice sordid petty economies for their 
families’ sake and take a secondary place in the commu- 
nities which they are trained to lead, is a public misfor- 
tune. On the other hand, I am not insensible of the fac; 
that there could be no greater misfortune to the profession 
of teaching than to endow it with the glittering pecuniary 
rewards that attend success in medicine or law. For woe 
to our profession when it shall attract only because it is 
well paid. That teacher who does not accept his profes- 
sion as a trust, in the spirit of unaffected sacrifice, who 
does not count his real success in his power to influence 
those about him to an honest pursuit and a genuine love 
of learning, should seek some employment more congenia! 
to his sordid soul. The great thing about teaching is the 
humanity of it. The man’s the thing and the contact 
man to man. How often do we who concoct our big and 
little books and our portentously learned notes and note- 
lets, forget that where the written word may reach its tens 
the spoken word, if it be sincere, may reach its hundreds, 
and, radiating through them, its thousands. The fertile 
thought of the true teacher may germinate a thousand fold, 
and it is not alone the information imparted, important 
as that may be, but the spirit, the outlook, the uplift that 
the true teacher may give the student in whose spirit he 
may establish a sympathy with his own. 

The ideal teacher is as difficult to find as the ideal in- 
vestigator. The ideal teacher must be competently, never 
ostentatiously, learned, and he must be as alive as the in- 
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vestigator to the progress of his subject. He must be 
hospitable to new ideas, tenacious of the best that have 
been, and courteous to differences of opinion, though they 
tread on his most cherished preconceptions. In a word, 
liberality is the first essential of the ideal teacher, and he 
will gain for himself the confidence of his students (prime 
essential to the teaching of anything) by an openness of 
spirit that entertains the possibility of the discovery of 
truth even in the most unexpected places. Again, the 
ideal teacher must be disinterested and forgetful of self. 
Many a strong personality has been wrecked as a teacher 
on the rocks of self-esteem. It is a precious piece of im- 
pertinence for any man to stand between a class and a 
great subject; and obscuration and disfigurement in pro- 
portion to the bulk of the man’s “ selfness” (to employ 
a good Elizabethan word) are sure to follow.” On the 
other hand, nothing interests the student so much as the 
personal note, if it be unconscious and free from real or 
affected vanity. The true teacher can dare anything, and 
with that dangerous two-edged Delphian blade, paradox, 
confound inattention, lack of interest, and the thousand 
other lets and hindrances to successful teaching. 

But there are other, scarcely lesser virtues that we have 
a right to demand even of those who we know must fall 
far short of the ideal. I have never been able to rid my- 
self of an old-fashioned conviction that the instruction of 
the young should be entrusted to people of gentle manners 
and an innate disposition to play fair in the game of life. 
That we have men in the profession of teaching who are 
examples neither in their lives, their conduct towards their 
students, nor their grammar is in part referable to the 
small returns for petty ambition which the office of the 
teacher holds forth, but more to our habitual failure to dis- 
tinguish the processes of filling a young mind with infor- 


id 
q 


Ixviii MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 


mation, from education in a truer sense. Perhaps this con- 
trast is best expressed in the much abused antithesis |e- 
tween mere education and that cultivation of the whole 
man which alone really makes for civilization. One may 
educate a dog, a horse, or a pig; that is, superimpose on the 
nature of each of these animals a process of action regu- 
lated by habit which may produce pretty results. Cullti- 
vation is another matter, and some men, like most animals, 
are impervious to it. Not long ago I met for the tirst 
time a man of considerable repute in his own subject. 
He discussed with grasp and certainty in his own Fach, 
but in the voice of a huckster, passing even grammatical 
pitfalls at times precariously ; and his manners were those 
of a yokel. That, alas, was an educated man; and his 
three or four degrees from as many universities, his re- 
pute, too, be it acknowledged, as a scholar, attested his 
education. I am not prepared to say that that man should 
have been blocked in his Freshman year for his notorious 
offenses against his own English tongue, but I do deny 
that his four universities exerted any appreciable influence 
in the nature of culture upon him. Most happily for the 
young, this man confines his talents to research. 

I have spoken of the investigator and the teacher apart. 
In truth, there should be no repugnance between them, 
however the qualifications of one man may lead him to 
emphasize one of these functions of the scholar above the 
other. I should like to see every teacher interested in 
some investigation of his own, thereby keeping his work 
in the class-room fresh and vitalized by a larger outlook 
than mere pedagogy can give him; and I should like to 
feel that there was no investigator in science whose field 
had become so specialized and remote that he could not on 
occasion bring it down to the understandings of those in 
need of his instruction. It is still a moot question as to 
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whether the teacher gains as much as some have been 
fain to believe by directions and organized training in 
how to teach. I note that those who have failed specifically 
often aspire to lead others to success by means of this fine 
art of teaching how to teach. In very truth, I confess to 
a frank mistrust of all the newer parasitic courses, courses 
which, be their titles whatsoever they may, commonly 
draw the bulk of their content from history, philosophy, 
and literature, derived too often superficially at second 
hand. The best specific for the teacher is a thorough 
knowledge of his subject, and (almost as important) a 
clear apprehension of its relations to other subjects. Nar- 
row specialized training may make a man expert; it some- 
times unsettles him in his bearings. It is conceivable 
that for the training of the teacher we might, sacrifice 
somewhat the severity of specialization. It seems un- 
questionable that gain would come to our graduate schools, 
if we were frankly to give up the pretence of making 
every student a specialist and an investigator, and devote 
the time thus saved, not so much to teaching him how 
to teach as to preserving in him a greater catholicity cf 
spirit and a larger outlook on things as they are. And 
yet it is a great deal for any man to know one thing meas- 
urably well. To have, so to speak, a background to his 
subject, to speak out of the fulness of his knowledge and, 
when he seems to have given all, to have an abundance yet 
in store. 

But the teacher is responsible for more than the charac- 
ter of the knowledge that he imparts. Is it altogether 
fanciful that the typical Harvard man—may I say it ?— 
is superior (as he has the right to be), blasé, critical, and 
aristocratic; the Yale man hearty, clannish, and (shall T 
whisper it?) at times, while an undergraduate, just a bit 
noisy; the Princeton man—but Princeton is too near a 
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friend for Pennsylvania to characterize her, and Colum- 
bia /—Columbia is our ever gracious host. These dis- 
tinctions may arise partly from the dominion of brain or 
the dominion of brawn, occasionally, as in this year, re- 
markably united; but they can often be found in their 
ultimate origins in the manners of some favorite teacher 
or coterie of teachers who through dozens and dozens of 
unconscious imitations have impressed their personali- 
ties on those about them, and created in time an unmis- 
takable air. Even fashions in scholarship seem referable 
at times to a powerful example. Not to be personal or to 
mention individual instances known to us all, the researches 
into Chaucer and the “ old English balladry ” of the late 
revered Professor Child of Harvard, if I dare so flippantly 
designate his masterly scholarship in that interesting field, 
have now been propagated to many a good purpose—as 
our present program declares—even unto the third and 
fourth generation. 

It is only out of a university that cherishes the ideals 
of research that the true scholar can come, for there alone 
can he find the stimulus that vitalizes the slow process of 
the accumulation of facts into the exciting pursuit of truth. 
Example is always more powerful than precept, and the 
teacher who is known outside the walls of his own college, 
as a recognized authority in his subject, has a potency 
within, which his humbler fellows can never hope to win. 
The time will come when we shall recognize wherein true 
academic celebrity consists. It is not in the size and 
diversity of the thing which a certain type of trustees 
loves to designate largely by that hideous factory-made 
word, the “ plant”; it is not in the beauty of buildings 
and the charm of a lovely campus, desirable as are all 
these things. Still less is it in a startling number, novelty, 
and variety of courses, in swarms of students, easily en- 
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tered, rarely dismissed, or in the cheap advertisement of 
athletie prowess, even in sensational discovery or pro- 
nouncement in laboratory or lecture room. Academic cel- 
( ebrity, I repeat, lies in the quality of the student as a 
; man and a scholar, and no less essentially in the scholar- 
ship that a university begets and fosters. A university 
whose faculty receives no recognition elsewhere is mori- 
bund and out of the race. A university, whose men re- 
main because its atmosphere is favorable to research, gains 
in every scholar a tongue to tell abroad its fame. In a 
word, the academic atmosphere can be kept fresh alone 
in a nice adjustment of the claims of the teacher and the 
investigator, and no institution can afford to sacrifice 
either the drawing power of the one or the lifting potency 
of the other. 

The life of an American professor need not be narrow, 
unless he himself make it so. His mind is constantly in 
communion with the best that has been gathered from the 
past, and its treasure-houses are open to him as they are 
rot always open to other men. Nor need he answer to 
the reproach that the present lies, a closed book, before 
him; for there are few subjects that American scientific 
inquiry has not been busy with; precisely as there are 
few topics—of the streets, of the family as it should and 
should not be, of criminals and their converse, of the coun- 
cils of princes in their spread of empire—to which Ameri- 
can professorial activity has not confidently extended itself 
of late. Is it not the American professor who expounds 
the Nietzschean philosophy and the metaphysics of Berg- 
son, the romantie sentiment of Maeterlinck, and the flam- 
boyant socialism of Shaw? And is it not the American 
professor—or at least the professor in American oceupa- 
tion—who is even now expounding treaties, explaining 
racial antipathies, directing diplomacy, and apologising 
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tor the Kaiser? Assuredly the American professor is 
not, at this moment, shrinking in becoming reticence 
into the shadow of his class-room; and we are in danger 
of being heard in some things not too little, but too much. 

And now will those of you who are newer comers than [ 
into this exhilarating state of being, forgive me if I have 
seemed to remind vou of too many things that you must 
long since have found out for yourselves. To return to 
seriousness, the actual value of any subject lies far less in 
its contents than in the spirit in which it is approached. 
He is a rhetorician not a teacher, a sophist not a true lover 
of wisdom, who seeks popularity in the class-room by the 
brillianey of his wit, the startling novelty of his notions, 
and the cleverness of his delivery. In your own studies, 
whether you are climbing by circuitous paths the giddy 
highlands of research or are content modestly “only to 
teach,” pursue your work disinterestedly, loving it for 
itself and for the wholesome labor which it costs you, not 
as an asset to be realized on to the enhancement of your 
next year’s salary. If your goal is research, know that 
there is only one thing really worth while, and that is the 
truth. And remember that you may happen to “ dis- 
cover” with amazed delight many an object which has 
long lain along the beaten path of knowledge, “ discov- 
ered ” and delighted in by many who have gone before 
you. There was wisdom in the world before we were born 
and some will survive us. And to you who more modestly 
are satisfied “merely to teach” (if indeed there be any 
such truly contented man or woman present) know that 
there is nowhere a more dignified and more sacred trust 
than that of the teacher. You are needed almost above all 
other men. If you are a good teacher, you will never 
receive a salary adequate to your worth. If you are a 
poor teacher, you will be overpaid at any price. Your 
rewards will come, not in money, perhaps not in repute, 
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or even in much recognition; but every man’s recompense 
lies in the satisfaction of his own heart, and to have led 
honestly, bravely, and competently, to have left some the 
better for our living in the world, none deprived or mis- 
led, surely this is better than a brief day in the sunshine 
of repute. 

The American professor, as I have known him now for 
many years, is kindly, hard-working, uncomplaining, and 
unselfish. He is commonly underpaid, though not quite 
so frequently overrated. He is more liberal than his im- 
mediate predecessor of clerical cut, though not nearly so 
courageous in expressing his convictions ; but he fears God, 
and the President (of his college), and is too magnani- 
mous, for the most part, to take this latter fear out in the 
discipline of innocent Freshmen. Once in a while he 
writes—or at least publishes—too many books ;.more com- 
monly he writes too few. Sometimes he employs his Sab- 
batical year, if he gets it, to excellent scholarly purpose; 
he is often too genuinely wearied to do so, or too harassed 
with cares, not of his own making. He is a self-respect- 
ing man, even spirited at times in the defence of his convic- 
tions, his right of free speech, and his right of free teach- 
ing. But he is protected as yet by no trades union (al- 
though I hear that he is at this moment perilously near to 
it), and therefore at times is silent when he wishes to God 
that he might speak. He has less confidence in his abili- 
ties to run the world than some, not possessed of his special 
training, have confidence that they can run his depart- 
ment. To the popular impression that he is an imprac- 
tical man, he gives the lie, by his general competence even 
in every-day affairs. In short, the American professor 
is of stuff good enough to make an excellent President of 
the United States, and even such an Atlas disdains not ta 
become, on the lifting of his heavy load, an American 
professor. 
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THE CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS 


DetiverD on Turspay, Decemper 29, 1914, ar Mryne- 
APOLIS, MINNESOTA, AT THE TWENTIETH ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE CENTRAL DIVISION OF 
THE Mopern Laneuace AssociaTION 
OF AMERICA 


By Jutius Gorse 


THE NEW PROBLEMS OF AMERICAN SCHOLARSHIP 


The question whether there are any problems whose 
solution constitutes the particular task of American schol- 
arship has no doubt at one time or another occupied the 
attention of all of us who hope to contribute our mite 
to the development and possible extension of our special 
field of research. It is not a narrow conception of nation- 
ality which prompts this question that I have in mind. 
At the present time it seems to me more than ever neces- 
sary to emphasize the international character of the search 
for truth; for here, in my opinion, lies the only guarantee 
we have for the permanency of our modern civilization. 
The decay of the civilization of the ancients and the petri- 
fication which finally befell the culture of the Middle Ages 
were due in no small degree to national exclusiveness and 
to the lack of that free interchange of the results of thought 
and investigation which characterizes modern times. It 
seems to me one of the greatest achievements of the Re- 
naissance that it did away with this national exclusive- 
ness, despite the fact that its early beginnings in Italy 
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were national in character. The humanistic ideal soon 
found its champions among the various nationalities, and 
there developed among these champions a sort of brother- 
hood which was held together by the tie of one common 
aim: the revival of ancient art, literature, and life. For 
centuries the study and the appreciation of classical an- 
tiquity thus constituted the intellectual atmosphere in 
which the educated of the various nations lived and moved 
and had their being. Yet, at the same time, we notice 
that in Italy, later in France and England, and finally in 
Germany the vernacular is gradually receiving attention. 
During the seventeenth century we even find the modest 
beginnings of a history of the various national literatures. 
It is significant that the first attempts in this direction 
should have been made in Germany, for I doubt whether 
a book such as Morhoff’s “ Polyhistor”’ or his “ Unter- 
richt von der Teutschen Sprache und Poesie ” could have 
been written in any other country, showing as they do the 
author’s study of English, French, and Italian literature. 
To be sure, among single individuals the knowledge of 
foreign languages is found at that time also outside of 
Germany, but it is here that for the first time this know]l- 
edge is pursued for its own sake in accordance with the 
spirit of universality which men such as Johann Val. 
Andreae and Leibniz instilled into all scientific efforts 
during this period. At least ten years before the publica- 
tion of Bacon’s “‘ Novum Organon,” Johann Val. An- 
dreae had written a little book advocating a general re- 
form of science based upon observation. One of the prin- 
cipal ideas of this book was that this new science was to be 
of an international character, that the society of scholars 
which was to bring about the new era should have its mem- 
bers among various nations, and that the new message was 
to be sent out in five different languages. 
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There is no question in my mind that the new scientific 
spirit foreshadowed in this book exerted its influence also 
on the study of language and literature. For the first 
time we notice the revolutionary effect which a great in- 
tellectual movement such as the rise of empirical science 
had upon the methods and aims of research in almost 
every field of knowledge. 

The idea that henceforth the duty of science is to seek 
for the true nature of man, identical among all the na- 
tions of the earth, appears for the first time in Andreae’s 
book, the famous and much misunderstood ‘“ Confessio 
Fraternitatis Rosaecrucis.”” That this idea, as far as in- 
vestigation in the various languages and literatures is 
concerned, was not realized until the latter half of the 
eighteenth century was due above all to'the powerful hold 
which the conception of the singular greatness of classical 
antiquity had upon the intellectual life of this period. If 
it was a fact that only once in the course of history had the 
ideal of humanity revealed itself in its perfection, and 
found its completest expression in the art, philosophy, and 
literature of the Greeks and Romans, what other nations 
had achieved must inevitably appear as trifling. Accord- 
ing to such a view, the poetical heritage of modern nations, 
which manifests itself in their national legends, their 
Ivrie, epic, and drama, is doomed to disregard or oblivion, 
and literary productions in the vernacular will receive 
recognition only in so far as they conform to the classical 
tradition. 

In the latter half of the eighteenth century there arose 
an entirely new conception of history and the historical 
process. It is the discovery of the naive in contrast to the 
artificial, the sudden realization of the value and impor- 
tance of the national as opposed to the abstract classical 
type of humanity, which causes the rise of the new concep- 
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tion of history. The products of classical antiquity are 
no longer regarded as the highest and the only expression 
of the truly human. On the contrary, humanity has de- 
veloped in its diversity and beauty in every clime and 
under every sky. For the beautiful is no mere abstraction, 
but variously reveals itself in life. It is the historical 
point of view from which we comprehend historical var- 
iety, through which we perceive and enjoy the beautiful 
in all its manifestations, through which, in short, we dis- 
cover a glowing life in the infinitely varying processes of 
history. 

Herder is the man to whom we owe this new and revolu- 
tionary idea. It is through him that the study of modern 
languages and literatures in a large and comprehensive 
sense, first became possible. Although he was an ardent 
admirer of classical antiquity and especially of the Greeks, 
the application of the standards of Graeco-mania to his- 
torical phenomena was repugnant to his sense of truth. 
Thus it was possible for him to gain a true understanding 
for the so-called Dark Ages, so greatly despised by the Age 
of Enlightenment. In his eyes the fall of the Roman Em- 
pire and its culture was not a catastrophe eternally to be 
lamented, but rather the dawn of a new youth for man- 
kind, in which much that was great and fresh had been 
developed. 

The effect of these new and fruitful ideas upon the Ger- 
man Romantic School is well known. What distinguishes 
this school from the romantic movement in England is 
primarily the spirit of universality. This, as we have ob- 
served, appears first in the seventeenth century in the work 
of Andreae and Leibniz, but it found its completest ex- 
pression in Herder. 

Inspired by the spirit of universality and in accordance 
with Herder’s ideas, the Romanticists began their search 
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for a national spirit among all peoples. They comprehend 
the spirit of the Middle Ages as common to both the Ger- 
manic and Latin peoples, and at the same time seek to 
penetrate into the true nature of every national individ- 
uality. It is from this point of view that we can under- 
stand how Jakob Grimm, the real founder of modern phil. 
ology, incorporates all Germanic dialects in his Grammar 
and thereby creates the foundation for the scientifie study 
of single dialects. In the same manner that Jakob Grim 
embraces the languages, the mythology, and the law of the 
Germanic peoples, Wilhelm Grimm and Uhland espe- 
sially seek to comprehend as a unit the literature and the 
folklore of the Germanic and Latin nations. 

We may say that it was primarily the discovery of the 
conception of nationality, its worth and its importance 
for modern culture, that made possible the study of the 
modern languages as we understand it today. Almost 
simultaneously with this discovery came the political rec- 
ognition of the various nations in contrast to the abstract 
cosmopolitanism of the eighteenth century. But while 
this new political principle leads to great struggles between 
the individual nationalities, modern philology works to- 
ward a mutual understanding and encourages a peaceful 
competition in the search for truth. 

No other great intellectual movement of subsequent 
vears has had so powerful an influence upon the develop- 
ment of our studies as has Romanticism. It is through 
Romanticism primarily that the historical method gained 
its sway, and neither Nietzsche’s attacks nor the rise of 
the natural sciences in the latter half of the nineteenth 
century was able to undermine its dominance. There 
was a time, of course, when it was thought that the so- 
called method of natural science was the magic key which 
would unlock the innermost secrets of the languages and 
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literatures. This was the time when was introduced into 
our science the unfortunate separation between philology 
and literature, a division which, much to its advantage, 
classical philology never recognized. I am the last person 
to deny that the so-called scientific method has contributed 
much that is new to the purely physiological aspect of 
language, but it has utterly failed in the field of literature, 
and it is for this reason that at the present time scholars 
are trying to revive the great and fruitful ideas of the 
Romanticists. 

During recent decades the conviction has gradually 
arisen that the language and especially the literature of a 
people is a partial expression of the entirety of national 
life which we designate by the word culture. This spirit- 
ual life of a nation finds its expression also in art, in 
music, in philosophy, and in science, but nowhere is the 
inner and outer life which lies at the bottom of its political 
activity, nowhere is the true genius of a nation and its 
enduring life more faithfully and purely mirrored than 
in its language and literature, where this life is embcdied 
in wonderful imagery. 

The study of the language and literature of a people 
consists in no small measure in deciphering, in reading 
and interpreting this imagery. Such a study has as its 
object the revelation of the entire cultural life of the na- 
tion. But since the civilization of the individual modern 
nations is not exclusive nor nationally limited, and since 
cultural influences pass in countless ways from one nation 
to another, the study of a single modern language and 
literature tends to create an understanding for the entire 
modern civilization. Who ean have an historical appre- 
ciation of the German language without a knowledge of 
the various Germanic dialects, indeed without a knowl- 
edge of the Romance languages, and who can comprehend 
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the true spirit of German literature without due regard 
for the English, Scandinavian, French, Spanish, and 
Italian literatures? Today, more than ever before, the 
spirit which inspires the study of modern languages and 
literatures is the idea of universality, the idea which 
inspired Leibniz, Herder, and the Romanticists. 

It is here, in my opinion, that we may find the new 
problems for American scholarship ; for it is in this coun- 
try that the civilizations of the various European nations 
meet, and it is here that they are developing into a new 
and individual civilization. Never before in the course 
of history has so great and rich a field been offered to both 
the philologian and the historian of literature. The point 
might be raised that these problems which I have in mind 
touch the historian more closely, but our American his- 
toriography, prejudiced by a one-sided conception of his- 
tory, has up to the present time paid little or no attention 
to them, and I doubt whether they can ever be solved with- 
out the help of the philologian. 

If we proceed from the fact that our national culture 
is neither complete nor shaped by a single ethnic force, 
but that it is of a composite nature and still in the making, 
one of the most immediate and important problems seems 
to me to be concerned with penetrating into this process 
of formation. First of all an inventory must be made of 
the cultural possessions which the various ethnic elements 
have brought to this country. Since the immigrants who 
have poured into this country during the past three cen- 
turies have come from various social classes, we may dis- 
tinguish between popular tradition and higher culture. 
While the task which I have in mind appears relatively 
simple as far as the English element is concerned, it is 
much more complex in regard to the other ethnic groups. 
These groups, however, have also clung to their customs 
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and their folklore and transmitted it to their environment, 
and they, too, have shown poetic and artistic activity. To- 
day when speaking of American poetry, we mean only 
that written in English. We forget that there is also an 
American poetry in other languages. As a German philo- 
logian I am thinking of course, in the first place, of Ameri- 
can poetry written in German. ‘This is almost unknown 
to the majority of us; yet, were it collected in its entirety, 
it would fill many volumes. 

Hand in hand with the establishment of the cultural 
possessions introduced during the various historical 
periods, and hand in hand with the careful collection of 
the documents of continued cultural productivity, should 
go the determination of the geographic distribution of the 
various ethnic elements in this country. Upon this basis 
might be achieved the solution of other important prob- 
lems allied to the psychological relation of the immigrants 
to the fatherland as well as to the new environment. Of 
greater importance is the weighing of conservative and 
progressive tendencies which we may observe in the soul 
of the immigrants, and which throw a most interesting 
light upon the character of all colonial intellectual life 
in general. It will be found that the culture of colonial 
peoples compared with that in the mother country shows a 
retrogression, indeed a sort of petrification; great intel- 
lectual movements in the fatherland are scarcely felt by 
the emigrants. Thus, the English revolution of the seven- 
teenth century as well as the intellectual renaissance in 
Germany during the time of the Storm and Stress and the 
Romantic period left scarcely a trace in America. 

A national literature develops but slowly in colonial 
countries. The question is, what are the conditions which 
finally lead to its attainment, and how long does it still 
remain under the influence of the mother country in re- 
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gard to form and content? Most closely allied to this is 
the important problem of how a new civilization, and con- 
comitantly a new nationality, may develop from the vari- 
ous cultural elements. Does the development of a new 
nationality mean the destruction of the original national! 
characteristics of the various ethnic groups? When this 
problem first appeared in America in practical form its 
solution was attempted in the light of the unhistorical 
and rationalistic cosmopolitanism of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. Even today there are those who dream of the Uto- 
pia of national uniformity as the aim of this process, and 
the melting pot is praised as the national fetich, the magic 
cauldron out of which this phantom will arise. 

Grave doubts as to this miracle arise, however, in the 
mind of the historian and philologian. Uniformity is 
the goal of tyranny, be it in the garb of a monarchy or 
of a democracy. The highest ideal of true culture is free- 
dom, which cannot be conceived as uniform. The native 
soil for all that is truly characteristic, creative, and of 
ethnical value in a people is the national individuality. 
To seek its destruction means to undermine this soil and 
to hasten decline. How can we students of modern phi- 
lology sanction such a fatal policy, we who have made the 
study of nationality our life work ? 

All the new problems and studies which I have sought 
to indicate presuppose a comparative method and at the 
same time sharpen our vision for the countless relations 
between the various civilized nations which lie hidden in 
the several languages and literatures. In this country 
we recognize more clearly than anywhere else the inter- 
change of cultural possessions between the various nation- 
alities. The richness of modern life in its growth and in 
its diversity opens up before us like a land of wonder. 
While up to the present time the study of comparative 
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literature has only too often consisted in mechanical 
juxtaposition or in superficial generalities, the compara- 
tive method as described above has a true scientific basis. 
By calling to our aid history, philosophy, psychology, and 
aesthetics it becomes possible for us philologians to pene- 
trate into the great intellectual movements which stream 
back and forth between the various civilized nations of 
Europe, and which find their expression in the language 
and literatures of these people. Permit me to illustrate 
what I have in mind by an example. 

It is a fact which has but recently been brought to light 
in all its bearings that from the close of the sixteenth cen- 
tury until far into the seventeenth a stream of mystical 
ideas flows from Germany to England. There it takes 
hold of the religious and poetical life of the nation and 
exercises a deep-rooted influence upon the poetry ‘and 
awakening literary criticism of the latter seventeenth cen- 
tury; it helps to determine the fundamental conceptions 
of the English romantic movement, and finally returns 
home in the influence which English philosophy and Eng- 
lish poetry had in Germany in the eighteenth century. 
A detailed and exact account of this great cultural move- 
ment which I have just tried to summarize in a single 
sentence would fill volumes. The discovery and presen- 
tation of similar far-reaching cultural relations between 
the various European nations, and ultimately between Eu- 
rope and America, will open entirely new fields in linguis- 
tics and in the history of literature. 

It would not be fair were I to leave unmentioned the 
fact that attempts have been made in this direction. If 
the history of comparative literature is not content to 
stand still satisfied with purely mechanical comparisons 
or with worthless and discreditable aesthetic talk, it must 
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henceforth regard its work from the higher point of view 
of cultural history which I have indicated. 

The objection may be raised that such a method in- 
fringes upon other scientific fields, and the guardians of 
the boundaries of specialization in science will try to drive 
us back into our own province. If such attacks are made, 
let us console ourselves with the experience of the great 
philosopher and jurist Christian Thomasius, whom the 
theological mediocrities of his time denounced because 
he had the audacity to poach upon the preserves of theol- 
ogy. He had actually taken the liberty of uttering sar- 
castic doubts concerning the orthodox teaching that Adam, 
our great-great-grandfather, had after his fall willed to 
Cain his estates, lands, and meadows, but to Abel his ready 
cash and furniture. 

We do not deny any one the privilege of pursuing the 
well-known paths in his research, but in exchange we de- 
mand the privilege of seeking new and individual fields, 
not because of a false desire for originality but, in the 
final analysis, in order to serve the nation. For a science 
which has lost its connection with the great life of the 
people is in danger of petrification or of serving the ends 
of an unworthy utilitarianism, which after all is synony- 
mous with petrification. The creation of a higher national 
culture in a composite nation, such as ours, is, as I have 
said on another occasion, to a large extent a conscious pro- 
cess, which in a certain way is dirigible and, therefore, 
dependent for its success on the quality of our intellectual 
leaders and their ideals. I cannot conceive of a greater 
and more inspiring mission for the American student of 
modern languages than to have a share in the direction 
of this process, the greatest which history has seen. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE MODERN LANGUAGE 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 


ADOPTED ON THE TweENTY-NINTH OF DrcEMBER, 1903 


I 


The name of this Society shal be The Modern Language 
Association of America. 


II 


1. The object of this Association shal be the advance- 
ment of the study of the Modern Languages and their 
Literatures thru the promotion of frendly relations among 
scolars, thru the publication of the results of investigation 
by members, and thru the presentation and discussion of 
papers at an annnal meeting. 

2. The meeting of the Association shal be held at such 
place and time as the Exeeutiv Council shal from year to 
year determin. But at least as often as once in four 
years there shal be held a Union Meeting, for which some 
central point in the interior of the cuntry shal be chosen. 


Any person whose candidacy has been approved by the 
Secretary and Tresurer may become a member on the 
payment of three dollars, and may continue a member by 
the payment of the same amount each year. Persons who 
for twenty years or more hav been activ members in good 
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and regular standing may, on retiring from activ servis 
as teachers, be continued as activ members without further 
payment of dues. Any member, or any person eligible to 
membership, may become a life member by a single pay- 
ment of forty dollars or by the payment of fifteen dollars 
a year for three successiv years. Persons who for fifteen 
years or more hav been activ members in good and regular 
standing may become life members upon the single pay- 
ment of twenty-five dollars. Distinguisht foren scolars 
may be elected to honorary membership by the Association 
on nomination by the Executiv Council. But the number 
of honorary members shal not at any time excede forty. 


IV 


1. The officers and governing boards of the Association 
shal be: a President, three Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a 
Tresurer; an Executiv Council consisting of these six 
officers, the Chairmen and Secretaries of the several Di- 
visions, and seven other members; and an Editorial Com- 
mittee consisting of the Secretary of the Association (who 
shal be Chairman ez officio), the Secretaries of the several 
Divisions, and two other members. 

2. The President and the Vice-Presidents shal be 
elected by the Association, to hold offis for one year. 

3. The Chairmen and Secretaries of Divisions shal be 
chosen by the respectiv Divisions. 

4. The other cfficers shal be elected by the Association 
at a Union Meeting, to hold offis until the next Union 
Meeting. Vacancies occurring between two Union Meet- 


ings shal be fild by the Executiv Council. 


¥ 


1. The President, Vice-Presidents, Secretary, and 
Tresurer shal perform the usual duties of such officers. 
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The Secretary shal, furthermore, hav charge of the Pub- 
lications of the Association and the preparation of the 
program of the annual meeting. 

2. The Executiv Council shal perform the duties 
assignd to it in Articles IJ, III, IV, VII, and VIII; it 
shal, moreover, determin such questions of policy as may 
be referd to it by the Association and such as may arise 
in the course of the year and call for immediate decision. 

3. The Editorial Committee shal render such assis- 
tance as the Secretary may need in editing the Publications 
of the Association and preparing the annual program. 


VI 


1. The Association may, to further investigation in 
any special branch of Modern Language study, create a 
Section devoted to that end. 

2. The officers of a Section shal be a Chairman and a 
Secretary, elected annually by the Association. They 
shal form a standing committee of the Association, and 
may ad to their number any other members interested in 
the same subject. 

vil 


1. When, for geografical reasons, the members from 
any group of States shal find it expedient to hold a 
separate annual meeting, the Executiv Council may ar- 
range with these members to form a Division, with power 
to call a meeting at such place and time as the members of 
the Division shal select; but no Division meeting shal be 
held during the year in which the Association holds a 
Union Meeting. The expense of Division meetings shal 
be borne by the Association. The total number of Divi- 
sions shal not at any time excede three. The present 
Division is hereby continued. 
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2. The members of a Division shal pay their dues to 
the Tresurer of the Association, and shal enjoy the same 
rights and privileges and be subject to the same conditions 
as other members of the Association. 

3. The officers of a Division shal be a Chairman and 
a Secretary. The Division shal, moreover, hav power to 
create such committees as may be needed for its own 
business. The program of the Division meeting shal be 
prepared by the Secretary of the Division in consultation 
with the Secretary of the Association. 


VIII 


This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote 
at any Union Meeting, provided the proposed amendment 
has receivd the approval of two-thirds of the members of 
the Executiv Council. 
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Il. 


III. 


IV. 


ACTS OF THE EXECUTIV COUNCIL xc 


ACTS OF THE EXECUTIV COUNCIL 


In accordance with a proposition of date January 
7, 1915, Voted: 


That the invitation of Western Reserve University 
and the Case School of Applied Science to hold 
the next annual meeting, a Union Meeting, under 
their auspices be accepted. 


In accordance with propositions of date February 
1, 1915, Voted: 


1, That to members of the American Philological 
Association resident on the Pacific Coast our 
Publications be sent at the rate of $1.50 per 
annum for each member, said sum to be paid 
to us in advance by the Tresurer of the Ameri- 
can Philological Association. 


2. That the Council approve an amendment to the 
Constitution combining the offises of Secre- 
tary and Tresurer. 


In accordance with a proposition of date February 
3, 1915, Voted: 


That Professor C. Alphonso Smith be appointed a 
delegate to represent the Association at the inau- 
guration of President Graham of the University 
of North Carolina on April 21, 1915. 


In accordance with a proposition of date February 
8, 1915, Voted: 
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ACTS OF THE EXECUTIV COUNCIL xci 


ACTS OF THE EXECUTIV COUNCIL 


In accordance with a proposition of date January 
7, 1915, Voted: 


That the invitation of Western Reserve University 
and the Case School of Applied Science to hold 
the next annual meeting, a Union Meeting, under 
their auspices be accepted. 


In accordance with propositions of date February 
1, 1915, Voted: 


1. That to members of the American Philological 
Association resident on the Pacific Coast’our 
Publications be sent at the rate of $1.50 per 
annum for each member, said sum to be paid 
to us in advance by the Tresurer of the Ameri- 
ean Philological Association. 

2. That the Council approve an amendment to the 
Constitution combining the offises of Secre- 
tary and Tresurer. 


In accordance with a proposition of date February 
3, 1915, Voted: 


That Professor C. Alphonso Smith be appointed a 
delegate to represent the Association at the inau- 
guration of President Graham of the University 
of North Carolina on April 21, 1915. 


In accordance with a proposition of date February 
8, 1915, Voted: 
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V. 


VI. 


ACTS OF THE EXECUTIV COUNCIL 


That the Council approve amendments to the Con- 
stitution increasing the Editorial Committee by 
one and making all members of said Committee 
members of the Executivy Council. 


In accordance with propositions of date September 
11, 1915, Voted: 


That the Council recommend the election of Pro- 
fessors Charles Harold Herford, Kristoffer Ny- 
rop, George Saintsbury, and Sir Sidney Lee to 
Honorary Membership in the Association. 


In accordance with a proposition of date October 
29, 1915, Voted: 


That Professor George N. Henning be appointed 
Delegate, and Mr. A. Werner Spanhoofd be ap- 
pointed Alternate Delegate of the Association 
to the Second Pan-American Scientific Congress 
at Washington, D. C., December 27, 1915, to 
January 8, 1916. 

W. G. Howarp, 
Secretary. 
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